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U.S. Geographic Regions
2010 Production of Selected Products 
Top 10 Cheese State - 2010

Central
Cheese -  4.615 billion pounds
Butter -    573.8 million pounds
NFDM -   137.1 million pounds

Atlantic
Cheese - 1.367 billion pounds
Butter -   146.8 million pounds
NFDM -   199.9 million pounds

West
Cheese -      4.454 billion pounds
Butter -        843.4 million pounds
NFDM -       1.226 billion pounds

1

2

3
4

5

7

6

8
10

9

Top 10 Cheese States - 1980
1)  Wisconsin
2)  Minnesota
3)  New York

4)  Iowa
5)  California

6)  Idaho
7)  Pennsylvania

8)   Missouri
9) Illinois  
10) Ohio

West’s Cheese Production Bounces Back;
With NM Passing MN, Region Now
Has 3 Of Top 5 Cheese-Producing States

cheese in the West last year, one
more than in 2009.

Cheese production in the Central
region last year totaled a record
4.615 billion pounds, up 1.4 percent,
or almost 65 million pounds, from
2009. The Central region’s cheese
production grew by about 616 million
pounds from 2005 through 2010.

The Central’s share of US cheese
production last year was 44.2 per-
cent, down from 45.2 percent in
2009, up from 43.8 percent in 2008
and 41.7 percent in 2007 but down
from 48.4 percent in 2000 and 64.9
percent in 1991.

There were 234 plants producing
cheese in the Central region last
year, four more than in 2009.

The Atlantic region’s 2010 cheese
production totaled 1.267 billion
pounds, up 1.6 percent from 2009.
The Atlantic region’s share of US
cheese production last year was 13.1
percent, down from 13.4 percent in
2009, 13.6 percent in 2008, 14.5
percent in 2007, 16.0 percent in

2000 and 15.3 percent in 1991.
There were 180 plants producing

cheese in the Atlantic region last
year, 11 more than in 2009.

New Record For WI, Highest
Output Since ‘07 For CA
Both Wisconsin and California
increased their cheese production last
year, with Wisconsin setting another
production record and California
reaching its highest output level since
2007.

And the gap in cheese production
between the two states narrowed
considerably, to 412.4 million
pounds, down from 536.4 million
pounds in 2009.

Wisconsin’s cheese production last
year was a record 2.61 billion
pounds, up just 0.6 percent, or about
16 million pounds, from 2009. Wis-
consin’s cheese production has now
increased every year since 2001.

Wisconsin’s share of US cheese
production last year was 25.0 per-
cent, down from 25.7 percent in
2009, 25.5 percent in 2008, 25.2
percent in 2007, 26.6 percent in
2000, 31.5 percent in 1990, 43 per-
• See West Rebounds, p. 16

After declining for two years in a row,
the West region’s cheese production
bounced back in 2010, as did its
share of national cheese output.

Both the Central and Atlantic
regions also boosted their cheese
production last year, but not to the
extent that the West did. As a result,
both regions lost production share to
the West, although the Central region
outproduced the West for the third
straight year.

And at the state level, New Mex-
ico moved into the top five cheese-
producing states, bumping Minnesota
into the sixth spot.

US cheese production in 2010
totaled a record-high 10.436 billion
pounds, up 3.6 percent from 2009,
according to Dairy Products 2010
Summary, which was released last
month by USDA’s National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service (NASS). Last
year marked the second straight year
that US cheese production topped the
10.0-billion-pound mark.

There were 511 plants producing

cheese in the US last year, 16 more
than in 2009 and the highest number
of plants producing cheese in the US
since 1990, when there were 516.
Cheese plant numbers have now
grown by over 100 since bottoming
out at 398 in both 1998 and 1999.

Central, West Regions Both Set
Production Records

After declining in both 2008 and
2009, the West’s cheese production
rebounded last year, to a record
4.454 billion pounds, up 6.6 percent,
or more than 276 million pounds, from
2009.

The West’s previous cheese pro-
duction record of 4.282 billion
pounds was set in 2007.

The West’s share of US cheese
production last year was 42.7 per-
cent, up from 41.5 percent in 2009
and 42.6 percent in 2008, down from
43.8 percent in 2007, and up from
35.5 percent in 2000 and 19.8 per-
cent in 1991.

There were 97 plants producing
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American - Type Cheese Production - 2010

American Type
41.6%

State
Output in 
millions

Percent 
Change

2010 Share 2009 Share

Wisconsin 835 -1.6% 19.5% 20.2%

Idaho 681.5 1.0% 15.9% 16.0%

California 610.3 -5.1% 14.3% 15.3%

Iowa 187.3 8.4% 4.4% 4.1%

Oregon 160.7 -7.1% 3.8% 4.1%

Region Output Percent Change 2010 Share 2009 Share

West 2.106 b 1.8% 49.2% 49.2%

Central 1.992 0.4% 46.6% 47.2%

Atlantic 177.8 m 19.8% 4.2% 3.5%

United States 4.275 billion 1.7% 41.0% 41.7%

Other Cheese 
58.4%

American-Type:
• Cheddar • Colby
• Monterey • Jack

American-Type Cheese Again Sets
New Production Record, But Share
Of Total Output Falls

American-type cheese in the Atlantic
region last year, two less than in 
2009.

Output Falls In WI, CA, OR
Wisconsin’s 2010 American-type
cheese production totaled 835.0 mil-
lion pounds, down 1.6 percent from
2009.

The state’s share of national output
was 19.5 percent last year, down
from 20.2 percent in 2009, 20.0 per-
cent in 2008, 19.9 percent in 2007,
24.9 percent in 2000, 33 percent in
1990 and 41.8 percent in 1980.

There were 61 plants producing
American-type cheese in Wisconsin
last year, two more than in 2009.

Idaho’s American-type cheese
production last year totaled 681.5
million pounds, up 1.0 percent from
2009. Idaho’s share of US production
last year was 15.9 percent, down
from 16.0 percent in 2009.

There were seven plants producing
American-type cheese in Idaho last
year, unchanged from 2009.

California’s 2010 American-type
cheese production totaled 610.3 mil-
lion pounds, down 5.1 percent from
2009. California’s share of US output
last year was 14.3 percent, down
from 15.3 percent in 2009.

There were 17 plants producing
American-type cheese in California
last year, one more than in 2009.

Iowa’s production of American-
type cheese last year totaled 187.3
million pounds, up 8.4 percent from
2009. Iowa’s share of national output
last year was 4.4 percent, up from
4.1 percent in 2009.

There were seven plants producing
American-type cheese in Iowa last
year, unchanged from 2009.

American-type cheese production
in Oregon last year totaled 160.7
million pounds, down 7.1 percent
from 2009. Oregon’s share of US
production last year was 3.8 percent,
down from 4.1 percent in 2009.

There were five plants producing
American-type cheese in Oregon last
year, unchanged from 2009. rr

For more information, circle #8 on the Reader Response Card on p. 20

US production of American-type
cheese in 2010 totaled a record
4.275 billion pounds, up 1.7 percent,
or almost 73 million pounds, from
2008.

American-type cheese production,
which include Cheddar, Colby, Mon-
terey and Jack cheeses, have now
topped 4.0 billion pounds for three
straight years. American-type cheese
production has also set new records
for three straight years.

The last time American-type
cheese production declined was in
2007.

Last year, American-type cheese
accounted for 41 percent of total US
cheese production, down from 41.7
percent in 2009 and 41.4 percent in
2008, up from 39.7 percent in 2007,
but down from 44.1 percent in 2000,
47.8 percent in 1990 and 59.6 per-
cent in 1980.

There were 211 plants producing
American-type cheese in the US last
year, one more than in 2009.

The West’s production of Ameri-
can-type cheese last year totaled
2.106 billion pounds, up 1.8 percent
from 2009 and the fifth straight year
that the West produced over 2.0 bil-
lion pounds of the American-type
cheeses.

The West’s share of national Amer-
ican-type cheese production was
49.2 percent last year, unchanged
from 2009, down from 51.1 percent
in 2008, but up from 43.3 percent in
2000 and 21.9 percent in 1991.

There were 43 plants producing
American-type cheese in the West
last year, two more than in 2009.

American-type cheese production
in the Central region last year totaled
1.992 billion pounds, up 0.4 percent
from 2009.

The Central region’s share of US
American-type cheese production
was 46.6 percent last year, down
from 47.2 percent in 2009, up from
45.2 percent in 2008 and 42.5 per-
cent in 2007 but down from 52.1
percent in 2000 and 72.9 percent in
1991.

There were 113 plants producing
American-type cheese in the Central
region last year, one more than in
2009.

American-type cheese production
in the Atlantic region last year totaled
177.8 million pounds, up 19.8 per-
cent from 2009.

The Atlantic’s share of US output
last year was 4.2 percent, up from
3.5 percent in 2009.

There were 55 plants producing

Sour Cream Production
Sets New Record
US production of sour cream last
year totaled a record high 1.227 bil-
lion pounds, up 2.7 percent from
2009.

USDA’s National Agricultural Sta-
tistics Service (NASS) has been
reporting sour cream output just since
2003, when it totaled 935.4 million
pounds, and production has set a new
record every year since then.

Initially, 2009’s sour cream pro-
duction estimate showed a small
decline in output compared to 2008,
but NASS has revised the 2009 fig-
ure and output that year was actually
44 million pounds higher than in
2008.

There were 116 plants producing
sour cream in the US last year, one
more than in 2010.

Regional sour cream production in
2010, with comparisons to 2009, was
as follows: Central, 593.2 million
pounds, up 1.0 percent; West, 348.3
million pounds, up 8.5 percent; and
Atlantic, 285.2 million pounds, down
0.5 percent.

Three states produced more than
100 million pounds of sour cream last
year. Production in those states, with
comparisons to 2009, was as follows:
New York, 258.3 million pounds,
down 3.6 percent; Texas, 242.2 mil-
lion pounds, up 1.7 percent; and Cal-
ifornia, 174.8 million pounds, down
0.5 percent. rr

Sour Cream 
Production 
Since 2003
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http://www.relco.net
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Manufacturing Intelligence is
Absolutely Critical in Making the

Right Decisions, at the Right Time.

We deploy real-time Manufacturing Intelligence Solutions
for Cheese Plants that will help you significantly:

� Decrease waste water discharge up to 7,500 gallons a day

� Reduce water use by over 10,000 gallons a day

� Increase cheese yield

� Reduce milk loss to less than 1%

� Reduce chemical usage by 15% to 30%

� Provide energy savings of up to 20%

� Increase overall plant performance

Contact Brad Millerbernd for a Free Assessment 
on how to Improve your Plant Sustainability,

Performance, and Compliance.

www.millerbernd.com     |     320.485.2685

Note: Above figures based on a typical 1.5 million pounds of milk per day plant.

For more information, circle # 9 on the Reader Response Card on p. 20

Cheddar Output Sets Record Despite
Falling In Each Of Top 4 States;
West Regains Lead From Central

Cheddar Cheese Production - 2010

Cheddar
31.0%

State
Output in 
millions

Percent 
Change

2010 Share 2009 Share

Wisconsin 632.4 -3.1% 19.6% 20.4%

Idaho 553.3 -1.60% 17.1% 17.6%

Minnesota 491.4 -4.6% 15.2% 16.1%

California 335.3 -7.8% 10.4% 11.3%

Iowa 114.7 2.6% 3.5% 3.5%

State Output Percent Change 2010 Share 2009 Share

West 1.534 1.8% 47.4% 47.0%

Central 1.528 -1.7% 47.3% 48.5%

Atlantic 171.8 m 18.9% 5.3% 4.5%

US TOTAL 3.233 0.9% 31% 31.8%

Other Cheese 
69%

Cheddar production set another new
record last year, despite a drop in
production in each of the four lead-
ing Cheddar-producing states.

Cheddar production in 2010
totaled 3.233 billion pounds, up 0.9
percent from 2009. Last year marked
the seventh straight year that Ched-
dar output topped 3.0 billion pounds.

In 2010, Cheddar accounted for
31.0 percent of total US cheese pro-
duction, down from 31.8 percent in
2009, 34.1 percent in 2000, 39.3 per-
cent in 1990 and 43.9 percent in 1980.

There were 196 plants producing
Cheddar in the US last year, one
more than in 2009.

The West region regained its
Cheddar production lead over the
Central last year. The West’s 2010
Cheddar output totaled 1.534 billion
pounds, up 1.8 percent from 2009.

The West’s share of Cheddar pro-
duction last year was 47.4 percent, up
from 47.0 percent, down from 48.0
percent in 2008 and 50.3 percent in
2007 but up from 40.0 percent in
2000 and 19.8 percent in 1991.

There were 40 plants producing
Cheddar in the West region last year,
three more than in 2009.

Cheddar production in the Central
region last year totaled 1.528 billion
pounds, down 1.7 percent from 2009.

The Central’s share of US Cheddar
output was 47.3 percent last year,
down from 48.5 percent in 2009,
47.5 percent in 2008, 52.1 percent in
2000 and 74.3 percent in 1991.

There were 106 plants producing
Cheddar in the Central region last
year, unchanged from 2009.

The Atlantic region’s 2010 Ched-
dar production totaled 171.8 million
pounds, up 18.9 percent from 2009.

The Atlantic’s share of US Cheddar
output was 5.3 percent last year, up
from 4.5 percent in 2009.

There were 50 plants producing
Cheddar in the Atlantic region last
year, two less than in 2009.

Only Iowa Boosts Output
Wisconsin’s 2010 Cheddar output
totaled 632.4 million pounds, down 3.1
percent from 2009 and the state’s low-
est production level since 2007. Wis-
consin’s Cheddar output peaked in
1983, at 951.2 million pounds.

Wisconsin’s share of US Cheddar
production last year was 19.6 per-
cent, down from 20.4 percent in 2009
and 20.3 percent in 2008.

There were 59 Wisconsin plants
producing Cheddar last year, two
more than in 2009.

Idaho’s Cheddar output totaled
553.3 million pounds, down 1.6 per-
cent from 2009’s record output.

Idaho’s share of US Cheddar pro-
duction last year was 17.1 percent,
down from 17.6 percent in 2009 but
up from 9.5 percent in 2000.

There were six Idaho plants produc-
ing Cheddar unchanged from 2009.

Cheddar production in Minnesota
last year totaled 491.4 million
pounds, down 4.6 percent from 2009
and more than 113 million pounds
below the state’s production record
of 605.0 million pounds, set in 1999.

Minnesota’s share of US Cheddar
production last year was 15.2 per-
cent, down from 16.1 percent in
2009, 21.5 percent in 2000 and
23.9 percent in 1990.

There were eight plants producing
Cheddar in Minnesota last year,
unchanged from 2009.

California’s 2010 Cheddar pro-
duction totaled 335.3 million pounds,
down 7.8 percent from 2009 and
more than 226 million pounds below
the state’s Cheddar production record
of 561.6 million pounds, set in 2002.

California’s share of US Cheddar
production last year was 10.4 per-
cent, down from 11.3 percent in 2009
and 19.9 percent in 2002.

There were 15 plants producing
Cheddar in California last year, two
more than in 2009.

Iowa’s 2010 Cheddar production
totaled 114.7 million pounds, up 2.6
percent from 2009. Iowa’s share of
US Cheddar output last year was 3.5
percent, unchanged from 2009.

There were seven plants producing
Cheddar in Iowa last year,
unchanged from 2009.

Output Of Other American Cheese
Tops A Billion Pounds
US production of other American-
type cheese in 2010 totaled a record
1.042 billion pounds, up 4.5 percent
from 2009 and the first time ever that
production of other American-type
cheese topped 1.0 billion pounds.

Last year, other American-type
cheeses accounted for 10.0 percent
of total US cheese production, up
from 9.9 percent in 2009.

There were 130 plants producing
other American cheeses last year,
unchanged from 2009.

The West’s production of other
American cheese last year totaled
571.9 million pounds, up 1.7 percent
from 2009.

There were 26 plants producing
other American cheeses in the West
last year, unchanged from 2009.

Production of other American
cheese in the Central region last year
totaled 464.0 million pounds, up 7.7
percent from 2009.

There were 78 plants making other
American cheese in the Central region
last year, one more than in 2009.

The Atlantic region’s production of
other American cheese totaled 6.0
million pounds last year, up 52.1 per-
cent from 2009.

There were 26 plants producing
other American cheese in the Atlantic

last year, one less than in 2009.
California’s production of other

American cheese last year totaled
275.0 million pounds, down 1.6 per-
cent from 2009. California’s share of
US output was 26.4 percent in 2010,
down from 28.0 percent in 2009.

There were 14 plants producing
other American cheese in California
last year, one more than in 2009.

Wisconsin’s 2010 production of
other American cheese totaled 202.6
million pounds, up 3.5 percent from
2009.

There were 47 plants producing
other American cheese in Wisconsin 

last year, one less than in 2009.
Idaho’s output of other American

cheese totaled 128.1 million pounds
last year, up 14.8 percent from 2009.

There were three plants producing
other American cheese in Idaho last
year, unchanged from 2009.

Iowa’s 2010 production of other
American cheese totaled 72.5 million
pounds, up 19.0 percent from 2009.
The state’s share of US output was
7.0 percent last year,up from 6.1 per-
cent in 2009.

There were three plants producing
other American cheese in Iowa in
2010, unchanged from 2009. rr

http://www.millerbernd.com
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Italian - Type Cheese Production - 2010

Italian Type
42.4%

State Output
Percent 
Change

2010 Share 2009 Share

California 1.375 b 13.0% 31.1% 29.1%

Wisconsin 1.274 3.5% 28.8% 29.5%

New York 367 m -3.6% 8.3% 9.1%

Pennsylvania 275.7 8.2% 6.2% 6.1%

US TOTAL 4.424 b 5.8% 42.4% 41.5%

Variety Output Percent Change for 2009

Provolone 354.8 m 2.2%

Ricotta 261.2 6.3%

Parmesan 233.8 4.1%

Romano 33.6 -28.0%

Other Non Mozz 935.3 2.4%

Other Cheeses
57.6%

For more information, circle # 10 on the Reader Response Card on p. 20

Italian-Type Cheese Tops 4.4 Billion
Pounds; West’s Output Rises 11.3%;
California Regains Lead Over WI
Italian-type cheese production has
been growing in the US for years,
and that growth is clearly reflected in
some statistics for 2010.

Italian-type cheese production last
year was a record 4.424 billion
pounds, up 5.8 percent, or more than
243 million pounds, from 2009. That
production record shattered the pre-
vious mark, set in 2007, by some 225
million pounds.

Italian-type cheese output has now
topped 4.0 billion pounds for four
straight years, has grown by about
1.0 billion pounds since 2001 and has
roughly doubled since 1990.

Last year, Italian-type cheese
accounted for 42.4 percent of US
cheese output, up from 41.5 percent
in 2009, 39.8 percent in 2000, 36.4
percent in 1990 and 24.7 percent in
1980.

There were 176 plants producing
Italian-type cheese in the US last
year, three more than in 2009.

West Nears 2.0 Billion Pounds
Italian cheese production in the West
region last year totaled 1.984 billion
pounds, up 11.3 percent from 2009.

The West last year accounted for
44.9 percent of total US Italian
cheese production, up from 42.6 per-
cent in 2009, 43.1 percent in 2008,
34.6 percent in 2000 and 20.1 per-
cent in 1991.

There were 35 plants producing
Italian cheese in the West region last
year, three less than in 2009.

Italian cheese production in the
Central region last year totaled 1.72
billion pounds, up 2.8 percent from
2009.

Last year, the Central region
accounted for 38.9 percent of US
Italian cheese production, down from

40.0 percent in 2009, unchanged
from 2008, but down from 55.5 per-
cent in 1991.

There were 85 plants producing
Italian cheese in the Central region
last year, two more than in 2009.

Italian cheese production in the
Atlantic region last year totaled
719.9 million pounds, down 0.8 per-
cent from 2009. The Atlantic’s share
of US output was 16.3 percent last
year, down from 17.4 percent in
2009 and 24.2 percent in 1991.

There were 56 plants producing
Italian cheese in the Atlantic region
last year, four more than in 2009.

CA’s Production Jumps 13%
Italian-type cheese production in Cal-
ifornia last year totaled 1.375 billion
pounds, up 13.0 percent from the
year prior.

That big jump moved California
back past Wisconsin into first place in
Italian cheese production.

California had ranked first from
2005 through 2008, then got
bumped into second by Wisconsin in
2009 before rebounding again last
year.

California’s share of US Italian
cheese production was 31.1 percent
last year, up from 29.1 percent in
2009, 29.7 percent in 2008, 22.1
percent in 2000 and 15.7 percent in
1990.

There were 25 plants producing
Italian cheese in California last year,
two less than in 2009.

Wisconsin’s 2010 Italian cheese
production totaled 1.274 billion
pounds, up 3.5 percent from 2009.

Wisconsin’s share of United States
Italian-type cheese production was
28.8 percent last year, down from
29.5 percent in 2009, up from 28.5

percent in 2008 and 27.8 percent in
200 but down from 32.3 percent in
1990.

There were 60 plants producing
Italian cheese in Wisconsin last year,
four more than in 2009.

New York’s Italian cheese produc-
tion last year totaled 367.0 million
pounds, down 3.6 percent from 2009.
New York’s share of United States
output was 8.3 percent in 2010,
down from 9.1 percent in 2009, 12.7
percent in 2000 and 8.9 percent in
1990.

There were 16 plants producing
Italian cheese in New York last year,
unchanged from 2009.

Pennsylvania’s 2010 Italian cheese
production totaled 275.7 million
pounds, up 8.2 percent from 2009.

Pennsylvania’s share of United
States production was 6.2 percent
last year, up from 6.1 percent in
2009 but down from 8.0 percent in
2000.

There were 13 plants producing
Italian cheese in Pennsylvania last
year, one less than in 2009. rr

Brining Systems

Your Global Cheese Making and Processing Equipment Resource

Johnson Industries 
International Inc.

SERVICE •  INNOVATION • DEDICATION   

Johnson Industries' Full Submersion
Brining Systems offer the most efficient
cooling and uniform salt uptake methods

available on the market today.

• Unique Above-Ground/

In-Ground Cage Systems

• Efficient Prefabricated 

Technology &

Cost Saving Features

• All Varieties of Cheese 

from 1 oz. to 1,000 lb. Blocks

• Minimal Operator Requirement

• Energy Efficient with 

Space Saving Design

6391 Lake Rd, Windsor, WI 53598
PH: 608-846-4499  •  FAX: 608-846-7195
EMAIL: info@johnsonindint.com
WEB: www.johnsonindint.com

US production of other (non-Moz-
zarella) Italian cheeses last year
totaled 935.3 million pounds, up 2.4
percent from 2009.

These other Italian cheeses
accounted for 9.0 percent of total US
cheese production in 2010, down
from 9.1 percent in 2009.

Production of soft Italian cheeses,
primarily Mozzarella, totaled 3.765
billion pounds in 2010, up 6.7 per-
cent from 2009.

Regional production of soft Italian
cheeses last year, with comparisons to
2009, was as follows: West, 1.84 bil-
lion pounds, up 12.2 percent; Cen-
tral, 1.295 billion pounds, up 2.7
percent; and Atlantic, 630.4 million
pounds, up 0.6 percent.

Production of hard Italian cheeses
last year totaled 658.3 million
pounds. This total was up 0.8 percent
from 2009.

Regional production of hard Italian
cheeses in 2010, with comparisons to
2009, was as follows: Central, 424.3
million pounds, up 3.1 percent; West,
144.6 million pounds, up 1.2 percent;
and Atlantic, 89.5 million pounds,
down 9.3 percent.

Provolone production last year
totaled a record 354.8 million
pounds, up 2.2 percent from 2009’s
record output.

There were 35 plants producing
Provolone in the US last year, one less
than in 2009.

Provolone production in the lead-
ing states last year, with comparisons
to 2009, was as follows: Wisconsin,

193.0 million pounds, up 6.3 percent;
California, 50.9 million pounds, up
10.2 percent; and New York, 47.0
million pounds, down 9.7 percent.

Parmesan production in 2010
totaled a record 233.8 million
pounds, up 4.1 percent from 2009’s
record output.

There were 25 plants producing
Parm in the US last year, four less
than in 2009.

Wisconsin’s 2010 Parmesan output
totaled 81.2 million pounds, up 20.1
percent from 2009.

United States production of Ricotta
last year totaled 261.2 million
pounds, up 6.3 percent from 2009
and the highest output since 2007,
when a record 267.0 million pounds
was produced.

There were 45 plants producing
Ricotta in the US last year, one more
than in 2009.

Romano production last year
totaled 33.6 million pounds, down
28.0 percent from 2009. There were
19 plants producing Romano in the
United States last year, four less than
in 2009.

Wisconsin’s 2010 Romano cheese
production totaled 16.1 million
pounds, down 18.5 percent from
2009.

Production of other hard Italian
cheeses last year totaled 36.1 mil-
lion pounds, up 3.9 percent from
2009. Production of other soft Ital-
ian cheeses in 2010 totaled 15.8
million pounds, up 10.8 percent
from 2009. rr

Other Italian Cheeses: Provolone,
Parmesan Set New Production Records

http://www.johnsonindint.com


C H E E S E  R E P O R T E R ’ S  D a i r y  P r o d u c t i o n  E x t r a 13May 13, 2011

Mozz Production Surges To Record
High; West’s Output Jumps 12.1%

Kody Rathe – part of the Tetra Pak team.

YOU NAME IT. 
WE DELIVER.
Whatever your cheese needs, Tetra Pak can deliver what it takes. 

From full line solutions to individual pieces of equipment and 

components. Backed by decades of dedication to serving 

cheese producers. We can help you throughout a project 

– from the initial concept through design to installation, 

commissioning and training. All the while focusing on 

your particular needs and exacting standards. 

 We’d like to show you how we can enable you to 

achieve the quality of cheese and the profi ts you de-

mand. Get in touch with us today to see how we can put 

our cheese expertise and experience to work for you.

Just phone Kody or one of our 
sales engineers at 320 485 4401
or send an email to 
info.cheese@tetrapak.com

Tetra Pak,      and PROTECTS WHAT’S GOOD
are trademarks belonging to the Tetra Pak Group.

For more information, circle #11 on the Reader Response Card on p. 20

Mozzarella production last year
reached a record high of 3.488 bil-
lion pounds, up 6.8 percent, or 221
million pounds, from 2009 and about
159 million pounds above the previ-
ous record, set in 2007.

Last year, Mozzarella accounted
for 33.4 percent of total United
States cheese production, up from
32.4 percent in 2009 and 32.5 per-
cent in 2008, down from 34.1 per-
cent in 2008, and up from 31.9
percent in 2000 and 28.6 percent in
1990.

There were 120 plants producing
Mozzarella in the US last year, six
less than in 2009.

The West’s 2010 Mozzarella pro-
duction totaled 1.833 billion pounds,
up 12.1 percent from 2009. The
West’s share of US Mozz output last
year was 52.5 percent, up from 50.0
percent in 2009, 50.4 percent in
2008, 39.4 percent in 2000 and
22.8 percent in 1991.

There were 29 plants producing
Mozzarella in the West region last
year, three less than in 2009.

Mozzarella production in the Cen-
tral region last year totaled 1.181
billion pounds, up 1.7 percent from
2009. The Central’s share of US
Mozz output last year was 33.8 per-
cent, down from 35.5 percent in
2009, 34.7 percent in 2008 and
57.2 percent in 1991.

There were 58 plants producing
Mozz in the Central region last year,
six less than in 2009.

The Atlantic region’s 2010 Moz-
zarella production totaled 475.1 mil-
lion pounds, up 0.5 percent from
2009. The Atlantic accounted for
13.6 percent of total US Mozz output
last year, down from 14.5 percent in
2009 and 14.9 percent in 2008.

There were 33 plants producing
Mozzarella in the Atlantic region last
year, three more than in 2009.

CA, WI Set Mozz Records
California’s 2010 Mozzarella pro-
duction totaled a record 1.257 billion
pounds, up 14.1 percent from 2009
and about 120 million pounds above
the state’s previous Mozz production
record, set in 2007.

Mozzarella dominates California’s
cheese production, accounting for
over 57 percent of the state’s total
cheese output last year. To put that in
perspective, Mozzarella is also Wis-
consin’s single largest cheese variety,
but it only accounts for about a third
of the state’s total cheese output.

California’s share of United States
Mozzarella cheese production last
year was 36.0 percent, up from 33.7
percent in 2009, 34.3 percent in
2008, 24.1 percent in 2000, 18.4
percent in 1990 and 15.4 percent in
1980.

There were 22 plants producing
Mozz in California last year, one less
than in 2009.

Mozzarella Cheese Production - 2010

Mozzarella
33.4%

State Output
Percent 
Change

2010 Share 2009 Share

California 1.257 b 14.1% 36.0% 33.7%

Wisconsin 871.0 m 0.9% 25.0% 26.4%

New York 193.9 -2.7% 5.6% 6.1%

Variety Output Percent Change 2010 Share 2009 Share

West 1.833 b 12.1% 52.5% 50.0%

Central 1.181 1.7% 33.8% 35.5%

Atlantic 475.1 m 0.5% 13.6% 14.5%

US TOTAL 3.488 b 6.8% 33.4% 32.4%

Other Cheeses
66.6%

percent in 2009.
There were 12 plants producing

Mozzarella in New York last year,
unchanged from 2009. rr

Wisconsin’s Mozzarella production
last year was a record 871.0 million
pounds, up 0.9 percent from 2009’s
record output.

Wisconsin’s share of US Mozz out-
put last year was 25.0 percent, down
from 26.4 percent in 2009, 25.6
percent in 2008, 25.9 percent in
2000, 32.3 percent in 1990 and
29.4 percent in 1980.

There were 42 plants producing
Mozz in Wisconsin last year, two less
than in 2009.

Mozz production in New York last
year totaled 193.9 million pounds,
down 2.7 percent from 2009. New
York’s share of US Mozz output last
year was 5.6 percent, down from 6.1

mailto:info.cheese@tetrapak.com
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Advanced Cheese Yield, Rennet Inject System,
 Seal Assembly

 = Advanced Return on Investment

The Advanced Cheese Vat (ACV) is designed to
achieve maximum economical and mechanical

benefits in the cheesemaking process. 

To maximize the economical benefits,
the ACV has several features including a patented

agitator design that increases the consistency
in curd particle size, promoting higher

cheese yields with optimum fat retention.

Advanced Process Technologies Inc.           

www.apt-inc.com
1-877-230-5060

Tel 320.286.5060 
e-mail:  apt@apt-inc.com

ACV Higher Yields, Higher Performance
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Cream Cheese, Brick Output Falls;
Hispanic, Swiss, Muenster Set Highs
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US production of Cream and
Neufchatel cheese in 2010 totaled
744.9 million pounds, down 2.9 per-
cent from 2009.

Last year, Cream and Neufchatel
cheese accounted for 7.1 percent of
total US cheese production, down
from 7.6 percent in 2009.

There were 32 plants producing
Cream and Neufchatel cheese in the
United States last year, one more
than in 2009.

Swiss Cheese Sets Record
US production of Swiss cheese last
year totaled a record 336.5 million
pounds, up 4.4 percent from 2009’s

record output. Swiss last year
accounted for 3.2 percent of total
United States cheese output,
unchanged from 2009.

There were 54 plants producing
Swiss cheese in the US last year, one
more than in 2009.

Ohio’s Swiss cheese production last
year totaled 150.5 million pounds, up
4.2 percent from 2009. There were
13 plants producing Swiss cheese in

Ohio last year, unchanged from
2009.

Hispanic Cheese Keeps Rising
Hispanic cheese production last year
totaled a record 215.3 million
pounds, up 4.1 percent from 2009.
Hispanic cheese output has more than
doubled since 2000.

There were 65 plants producing
Hispanic cheese in the US last year,
one more than in 2009.

California’s Hispanic cheese output
totaled 113.0 million pounds, down
0.1 percent from 2009.

There were 11 Hispanic cheese
plants in California last year,
unchanged from 2009.

Wisconsin’s 2010 Hispanic cheese 
output totaled 58.9 million pounds, up
4.6 percent from 2009. There were
18 Hispanic cheese plants in Wiscon-
sin last year, one less than in 2009.

Muenster production last year
totaled a record high 117.6 million
pounds, up 1.9 percent from 2009
and 179,000 pounds above the pre-
vious production record, set in 1993.
There were 44 plants producing
Muenster in the US last year, two
more than in 2009.

Wisconsin’s 2010 Muenster pro-
duction totaled 45.3 million pounds,
down 2.8 percent from 2009. There
were 26 plants producing Muenster in
Wisconsin last year, three more than
in 2009.

Brick cheese production last year
totaled 6.7 million pounds, down 28.7
percent from 2009. There were 17
plants producing Brick cheese in the
US last year, one more than in 2009.

Production of all other types of
cheese last year totaled 315.9 million
pounds, up 17.0 percent from 2009.
There were 224 plants producing all

other types of cheese in the US last
year, 14 more than in 2009.

Processed Cheese, Cold Pack
Cheese Output Falls
US production of processed cheese
products and combinations totaled
2.125 billion pounds last year, down
3.3 percent from 2009.

There were 48 plants producing
processed cheeses and combinations
last year, unchanged from 2009.

Production of processed cheese
last year totaled 1.161 billion
pounds, down 4.1 percent from
2009. There were 27 plants making
processed cheese in the US last year,
one more than in 2009.

2010’s output of processed cheese
foods and spreads totaled 925.1
million pounds, up 3.1 percent from
2009.

There were 25 plants producing
these cheese foods and spreads last
year, four less than in 2009.

Cold pack cheese and cheese
foods production in 2010 totaled
38.5 million pounds, down 57.3 per-
cent. There were 15 plants producing
cold pack and cheese foods in the US
last year, one more than in 2009. rr
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Yogurt Production Tops
4.0 Billion Pounds For
First Time; Output Up
For 13th Consecutive
Year; Last Decline 1997

US yogurt production in 2010
totaled a record high 4.181 billion
pounds, up 8.9 percent from 2009.

Yogurt production has now set a
new production record for 13
straight years. The last time yogurt
production declined (and thus did-
n’t set a record) was in 1997, when
yogurt output was 1.574 billion
pounds.

There were 116 plants in the US
producing yogurt last year, seven
more than in 2009.

USDA’s National Agricultural
Statistics Service (NASS) no longer
breaks out yogurt production by
state, but it does publish regional
yogurt production statistics.

The Central region’s 2010
yogurt production totaled 1.993
billion pounds, up 4.0 percent from
2009. The Central region’s share
of US yogurt output last year was
47.7 percent, down from 49.9 per-
cent in 2009.

There were 34 plants producing
yogurt in the Central region last
year, three more than in 2009.

Yogurt production in the West
region last year totaled 1.131 bil-
lion pounds, up 14.4 percent from
2009. The West’s share of US
yogurt output last year was 27.0
percent, up from 25.7 percent in
2009.

There were 34 plants producing
yogurt in the West last year, three
more than in 2009.

The Atlantic region’s 2010
yogurt production totaled 1.058
billion pounds, up 13.3 percent
from 2009.

The Atlantic’s share of United
States yogurt output last year was
25.3 percent, up from 24.3 per-
cent in 2009.

There were 48 plants producing
yogurt in the Atlantic last year, one
more than in 2009.
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Butter Output Falls Again; West’s
Share Nears 54%; NDM Output Up
US butter production in 2010 totaled
1.564 billion pounds, down 0.5 per-
cent from 2009 and the second
straight decline in US butter output.
The last time butter production
declined for two straight years was in
2000-2001.

Butter production in 2008 had
been at its highest level since 1943.

There were 76 plants producing
butter in the US last year, four less
than in 2009.

The West’s 2010 butter production
totaled 843.4 million pounds, up 8.4
percent from 2009. The West’s share
of US butter output last year was
53.9 percent, up from 49.5 percent in
2009, 50.2 percent in 2008, 42.4
percent in 2000 and 34.6 percent in
1991.

There were 24 plants producing
butter in the West region last year,
two less than in 2009.

Butter production in the Central
region last year totaled 573.8 million
pounds, down 11.9 percent from
2009.

The Central region’s share of
United States butter production last
year was 36.7 percent, down from
41.4 percent in 2009, 41.7 percent
in 2008 and down 43.3 percent in
2007.

There were 29 plants producing
butter in the Central region last year,
one less than in 2009.

The Atlantic region’s 2010 butter
production totaled 146.8 million
pounds, up 2.5 percent from 2009.
The Atlantic region’s share of US but-
ter output last year was 9.4 percent,
up from 9.1 percent in 2009 and 8.0
percent in 2008.

There were 23 plants producing
butter in the Atlantic region last year,
one less than in 2009.

California’s 2010 butter produc-
tion totaled a record 557.1 million
pounds, up 7.1 percent from 2009.
California’s share of US butter output
last year was 35.6 percent, up from
33.1 percent in 2009, 33.8 percent
in 2008, 27.8 percent in 2000, 21.5
percent in 1990 and 16.2 percent in
1980.

There were 13 plants producing
butter in California last year, two less
than in 2009.

NDM Output Highest Since ‘03
US production of nonfat dry milk last
year totaled 1.563 billion pounds, up
3.4 percent from 2009 and the high-
est production since 2003.

There were 49 plants producing
nonfat dry milk in the US last year,
three less than in 2009.

The West’s 2010 nonfat dry milk
production totaled 1.226 billion
pounds, up 7.8 percent from 2009.
The West’s share of United States
Nonfat Dry Milk output last year was
78.4 percent, up from 75.2 percent in
2009, 72.3 percent in 2008, 73.6
percent in 2000 and 62.3 percent in
1991.

There were 21 plants producing
nonfat dry milk in the West region
last year, one less than in 2009.

Nonfat dry milk production in the
Atlantic region last year totaled
199.9 million pounds, down 6.0 per-
cent from 2009.

The Atlantic’s share of US NDM
output last year was 12.8 percent,
down from 14.1 percent in 2009 and
15.1 percent in 2008.

There were 10 plants producing
nonfat dry milk in the Atlantic region
last year, unchanged from 2009.

The Central region’s 2010 nonfat
dry milk production totaled 137.1
million pounds, down 15.3 percent
from 2009.

The Central’s share of US NDM
output was 8.8 percent last year,
down from 10.7 percent in 2009 and
12.5 percent in 2008.

There were 18 plants producing
nonfat dry milk in the Central region
last year, two less than in 2009.
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MPC Production Declines, Dry
Whole Milk Output Jumps
United States production of milk pro-
tein concentrate (dry MPC, 40-89.9
percent) last year totaled 90.7 million
pounds, down 2.4 percent from 2009.

Production of dry whole milk last

year totaled 70.0 million pounds, up 
17.5 percent from 2009. Dry butter-
milk production totaled 82.0 million
pounds, up 10.1 percent from 2009.

Skim milk powder production last
year totaled 253.8 million pounds, up
14.4 percent from 2009. rr

Total Butter and Nonfat Dry Milk Production

State Output in Millions Percent Change 2010 Share 2009 Share

California Butter 557.1 7.1% 35.6% 33.1%

California NDM 877.4 5.4% 56.2% 55.1%

Regional Butter Output Percent Change 2010 Share 2009 Share

West 843.4 8.4% 53.9% 49.5%

Central 573.8 -11.9% 36.7% 41.4%

Atlantic 146.8 2.5% 9.4% 9.1%

US BUTTER TOTAL 1.564 b -0.5%

Regional NDM Output Percent Change 2010 Share 2009 Share

West 1.226 b 7.8% 78.4% 75.2%

Atlantic 199.9 m -6.0% 12.8% 14.1%

Central 137.1 -15.3% 8.8% 10.7%

US NDM TOTAL 1.563 b 3.4%

Production Of Dry Whey,
WPC, WPI, Lactose All Up 
US production of dry whey, human, in
2010 totaled 960.7 million pounds,
up 1.1 percent from 2009.

There were 31 plants producing
dry whey, human, in the US last year,
one less than in 2009.

Production of dry whey, human, in
the three regions last year was as fol-
lows: Central, 472.9 million pounds;
West, 254.9 million pounds; and
Atlantic, 232.9 million pounds.

US production of lactose, human
and animal, last year totaled 907.5
million pounds, up 25.6 percent from
2009. There were 31 plants produc-
ing lactose last year, up four plants.

Total production of WPC, human
and animal, in 2010 was 427.9 mil-
lion pounds, up 3.1 percent from
2009. That total included 244.3 mil-
lion pounds of 25.0-49.9 percent
WPC, down 6.2 percent from 2009;
and 183.6 million pounds of 50.0-
89.9 percent WPC, up 18.9 percent.

There were 41 plants producing
WPC human and 18 plants producing
WPC animal last year, both
unchanged from 2009.

Whey protein isolate (WPI) pro-
duction last year totaled 61.3 million
pounds, up 18.2 percent from 2009.

There were 13 plants producing
WPI last year, one more than in
2009. rr
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C H E E S E  R E P O R T E R ’ S  D a i r y  P r o d u c t i o n  E x t r a16 May 13, 2011

Total Cheese 
Production

Since 1990

State
Output in 
millions

Percent 
Change

2010 Share 2009 Share

Wisconsin 2.610 b 0.6% 25.0% 25.7%

California 2.197 b 6.8% 21.1% 20.4%

Idaho 849.6 m 2.2% 8.1% 8.3%

New York 742.6 1.9% 7.1% 7.2%

New Mexico 725.5 19.1% 7.0% 6.0%

Minnesota 624.4 -1.1% 6.0% 6.4%

Pennsylvania 418.6 3.9% 4.0% 4.0%

Iowa 240.6 9.4% 2.3% 2.2%

South Dakota 237.4 2.6% 2.3% 2.3%

Ohio 207.7 4.3% 2.0% 2.0%

Vermont 111.8 -11.1% 1.1% 1.2%

Illinois 78.5 -4.9% 0.8% 0.8%

Regional Output Percent Change 2010 Share 2009 Share

Central 4.615 1.4% 44.2% 45.2%

West 4.454 6.6% 42.7% 41.5%

Atlantic 1.367 1.6% 13.1% 13.4%

US TOTAL 10.436 b 3.6%

1990
6

7

8

9

10

For more information, circle #14 on the Reader Response Card on p. 20

West Rebounds
Continued from p. 9

cent in 1970 and 46.8 percent in
1950.

There were 129 plants producing
cheese in Wisconsin last year, three
more than in 2009.

California’s cheese production last
year totaled 2.197 billion pounds, up
6.8 percent, or 140 million pounds,
from 2009. That was the highest level
for California’s cheese production
since 2007, when the state’s output
reached a record 2.287 billion
pounds.

California’s share of US cheese
production last year was 21.1 per-
cent, up from 20.4 percent in 2009,
down from 21.3 percent in 2008 and
23.4 percent in 2007, but up from
18.1 percent in 2000, 11.6 percent in
1990 and 4.6 percent in 1980.

There were 58 plants producing
cheese in California last year, one
more than in 2009.

Idaho, New York Set Records
Continuing to rank third in US cheese
production last year was Idaho,
where record production of 849.6
million pounds was up 2.2 percent
from 2008.

Idaho has now set cheese produc-
tion records in four of the last five

years; the exception was in 2007,
when output fell about 15 million
pounds from 2006.

Idaho’s share of US cheese pro-
duction last year was 8.1 percent,
down from 8.3 percent in 2009 and
8.4 percent in 2008 but up from 7.1
percent in 2000 and 2.9 percent in
1990.

There were 12 plants producing
cheese in Idaho last year, unchanged
from 2009.

New York’s cheese production last
year set a new record, at 742.6 mil-
lion pounds, up 1.9 percent from
2009. The state’s previous cheese
production record, 738.0 million
pounds, was set in 2007.

New York’s share of US cheese
production last year was 7.1 percent,
down from 7.2 percent in both 2009
and 2008 and down from 8.8 per-
cent in 2000.

There were 56 plants producing
cheese in New York state last year,
one less than in 2009.

New Mexico Passes Minnesota
Moving into the top five cheese-pro-
ducing states last year was New Mex-
ico, which bumped Minnesota into the
number six spot.

New Mexico’s cheese production
last year was a record 725.5 million
pounds, up 19.1 percent, or 116.2

million pounds, from 2009.
New Mexico’s share of US cheese

production last year was 7.0 percent,
up from 6.0 percent in 2009, 6.1
percent in 2008 and 2.6 percent in
1997 (the first year NASS reported
cheese production for New Mexico).

There were four plants producing
cheese in New Mexico last year,
unchanged from 2009.

Minnesota’s cheese production last
year totaled 624.4 million pounds,
down 1.1 percent from 2009 and the
state’s lowest cheese output since
2007.

Last year marked the first time in
many years that Minnesota didn’t
rank among the top five cheese-pro-
ducing states. Indeed, as recently as
1989, Minnesota ranked second in
cheese output, trailing only Wisconsin.

Minnesota’s share of US cheese
production last year was 6.0 percent,
down from 6.4 percent in 2009, 6.5
percent in 2008, 8.4 percent in 2000
and 10.9 percent in 1989.

There were 11 plants producing
cheese in Minnesota last year,
unchanged from 2009.

Record Output For PA
Pennsylvania’s 2010 cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 418.6 million
pounds, up 3.9 percent from 2009
and the third straight year the state’s
cheese output topped 400 million
pounds.

Pennsylvania’s share of US cheese
production last year was 4.0 percent,
unchanged from 2009.

There were 35 plants producing
cheese in Pennsylvania last year, two
less than in 2009.

Iowa Moves Ahead Of SD, Despite
SD’s Record Output
Moving up to the number eight spot in
US cheese production last year was
Iowa, where cheese production of
240.6 million pounds was up 9.4 per-
cent from 2009.

That was Iowa’s largest cheese out-
put since 2002, when the state pro-
duced 263.0 million pounds of
cheese. Iowa’s cheese production

record, 293.2 million pounds, was set
in 1990.

Iowa’s share of US cheese produc-
tion last year was 2.3 percent, up
from 2.2 percent in 2009 but down
from 4.8 percent in 1990.

There were 10 plants producing
cheese in Iowa last year, unchanged
from 2009.

South Dakota’s 2010 cheese pro-
duction totaled a record 237.4 million
pounds, up 2.6 percent from 2009.
South Dakota’s share of US cheese
output last year was 2.3 percent,
unchanged from 2009.

There were six plants producing
cheese in South Dakota last year,
unchanged from 2009.

Ohio Sets Record
Rounding out the top 10 cheese-pro-
ducing states last year was Ohio,
where record production of 207.7
million pounds was up 4.3 percent
from 2009.

Ohio’s previous cheese production
record of 201.3 million pounds was
set in 2006.

Ohio’s share of US cheese produc-
tion last year was 2.0 percent,
unchanged from 2009. There were
20 plants producing cheese in Ohio
last year, one less than in 2009.

Vermont’s 2010 cheese production
totaled 111.8 million pounds, down
11.1 percent from 2009. There were
20 plants producing cheese in Ver-
mont last year, unchanged from
2009.

Cheese production in Illinois last
year totaled 78.5 million pounds,
down 4.9 percent from 2009. There
were 11 plants producing cheese in
Illinois last year, one more than in
2009. rr

Cheese Reporter will be making
Dairy Production Extra available off
its website:
www.cheesereporter.com. Download
the entire supplement by visiting:
www.cheesereporter.com/archive/
index.htm. Or request the
supplement by emailing:
editor@cheesereporter.com.

New Units

Plates
and
Upgrades

Field Leak
Checks

Gaskets 
and  
Regasketing

PlateCheckPlateCheck

New Units
Over 40 models 

to choose from

Hydraulic Frames

2X Faster!

Plates
and
Upgrades

Field Leak
Checks
the only all-inclusive 

leak check service

Gaskets 
and  
Regasketing
All Makes  
and Models

Building the Best
Servicing the Rest™

AGC
HEAT TRANSFER

®

WESTERN
9109 SE 64th Avenue  I  Portland, OR 97206
503.774.7342  I  800.715.8820  I  FAX 503.774.2550

EASTERN
10129 Piper Lane  I  Bristow, VA 20136
703.257.1660  I  800.825.8820  I  FAX 703.330.7940

CENTRAL
1325 Remington Rd., Ste. T  I  Schaumburg, IL 60173
847.301.6890  I  FAX 503.774.2550

http://www.agcengineering.com

