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West:
Cheese:   5.45 billion pounds
Butter:       926.6 million pounds
NDM:         1.08 billion pounds

U.S. Geographic Regions
2018 Production of Selected Products

 Top 10 Cheese States
   2018              1988

Wisconsin   Wisconsin
California   Minnesota
Idaho    California
New Mexico  New York
New York   Iowa
Minnesota   Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania  Missouri
Iowa    Idaho  
South Dakota  South Dakota
Ohio    Vermont

Central:
Cheese:   6.00 billion pounds
Butter:       777.6 million pounds
NDM:         331.8 million pounds

Atlantic:
Cheese:   1.570 billion pounds
Butter:       186.8 million pounds
NDM:         358.2 million pounds

US Cheese Production Topped 13 Billion 
Pounds In 2018; Idaho, New Mexico 
Help West Gain Share

2016, 38 more than in 2010, 151 
more than in 2000, and 37 more 
than in 1990. 

West Boosts Production Share, 
Central Tops 6 Billion Pounds
Cheese production in the Central 
region last year totaled 6.0 billion 
pounds, up 2.4 percent, or 140.8 
million pounds, from 2017.

The Central region’s share of 
US cheese production in 2018 
was 46.1 percent, down from 46.4 
percent in 2017, up from 45.1 per-
cent in 2016 and 44.3 percent in 
2010 but down from 48.4 percent 
in 2000 and 64.9 percent in 1991 
(the first year for which regional 
production statistics are available.

There were 223 plants produc-
ing cheese in the Central region 
last year, five fewer than in 2017.

Cheese production in the West 
region last year totaled 5.454 bil-
lion pounds, up 4.5 percent, or 
235.9 million pounds, from 2017. 

The West’s share of US cheese 
output last year was 41.9 percent, 
up from 41.3 percent in 2017, 
down from 42.5 percent in 2016 

and 42.6 percent in 2010 but up 
from 35.5 percent in 2000 and 
19.8 percent in 1991.

There were 103 plants produc-
ing cheese in the West region last 
year, two more than in 2017.

The Atlantic region’s 2018 
cheese production totaled 1.57 
billion pounds, up 0.5 percent, or 
8 million pounds, from 2017.

The Atlantic region’s share of 
US cheese production was 12.1 
percent in 2018, down from 12.4 
percent in 2017 and 2016, 13.1 
percent in 2010, 16 percent in 
2000 and 15.3 percent in 1991.

There were 227 plants produc-
ing cheese in the Atlantic region 
last year, three more than in 2017.

Wisconsin, California Set New 
Cheese Production Records
Wisconsin’s 2018 cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 3.423 bil-
lion pounds, up 1.4 percent, or 
46.1 million pounds, from 2017. 
Last year marked the fourth con-
secutive year in which Wisconsin’s 
cheese output topped 3 billion 
pounds.

Wisconsin’s cheese production 
has increased by more than 1 bil-
lion pounds since 2005 and hasn’t 
declined since 2001.

See Cheese Production, p. 17

2018

1988

US cheese production in 2018 
totaled a record 13.025 bil-
lion pounds, up 3.0 percent, or 
384.6 million pounds, from 2017, 
according to Dairy Products 2018 
Summary, which was released ear-
lier this month by USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS).

US cheese production grew 
by more than 1 billion pounds 
between 2015 and 2018 (by 1.193 
billion pounds, to be exact), and 
rose by more than 2 billion pounds 
(2.14 billion pounds) between 
2012 and 2018.

One way to put the recent 
impressive growth in cheese pro-
duction in historical perspective is 
to look at how many years cheese 
output was within a specific bil-
lion-pound mark. 

For example, cheese produc-
tion first topped 2 billion pounds 
in 1970, when it totaled 2.2 billion 
pounds. 

It remained above 2 billion 
pounds but below 3 billion pounds 
until 1976, when it reached 3.3 bil-
lion pounds. Thus, cheese produc-

tion was 2-billion-pounds-plus for 
six years.

Cheese production was then 
3-billion-pounds-plus for five years, 
through 1980; 4-billion-pounds-
plus for four years, through 1984; 
5-billion-pounds-plus for five 
years, through 1989; 6-billion-
pounds plus for six years, through 
1995 (that period included the 
last decline in cheese production, 
in 1991); 7-billion-pounds-plus for 
four years, through 1999; 8-bil-
lion-pounds-plus for five years, 
through 2004; 9-billion-pounds-
plus for four years, through 2008; 
10-billion-pounds-plus for four 
years, through 2012; and 11-bil-
lion-pounds-plus for three years, 
through 2015.

Most recently, cheese produc-
tion totaled more than 12 billion 
pounds but less than 13 billion 
pounds for just two years, in 2016, 
when it was 12.18 billion pounds; 
and then in 2017, when it was 
12.64 billion pounds.

In 2018, there were 553 plants 
producing cheese in the US, 
unchanged from both 2017 and 

2018
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American-Type Cheese Output 
Rises 3.6%; Share Of Total US   
Production Increases

For more information, visit www.wowlogistics.com

24.9 percent in 2000, 33 percent 
in 1990, 41.8 percent in 1980 and 
45.8 percent in 1970.

There were 70 plants produc-
ing American-type in Wisconsin in 
2018, one more than in 2017.

California’s 2018 American-type 
production totaled 630.2 million 
pounds, down 0.4 percent from 
2017 and the third straight decline 
since output reached a record 
652.8 million pounds in 2015.

California’s share of American-
type cheese production last year 
was 12 percent, down from 12.5 
percent in 2017, 13.6 percent in 
2016, 13.9 percent in 2015, 14.2 
percent in 2010 and 17.6 percent 
in 2000 but up from 10.7 percent 
in 1990 and 2 percent in 1980.

There were 18 plants producing 
American-type cheese in California 
last year, unchanged from 2017.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in Idaho last year totaled 
625.4 million pounds, up 3.3 per-
cent from 2017.

Idaho’s share of American-type 
cheese production last year was 
11.9 percent, unchanged from 
2017, down from 12.7 percent in 
2016, 15.9 percent in 2010 and 
13.9 percent in 2000 but up from 
3.6 percent in 1990.

There were five plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Idaho 
last year, unchanged from 2017.

Minnesota’s 2018 production 
of American-type cheese totaled 
622.9 million pounds, up 5.7 per-
cent from 2017.

Minnesota’s share of American-
type cheese production last year 
was 11.9 percent, up from 11.6 
percent in 2017, but down from 
14.5 percent in 2007, 17.9 percent 
in 2000, 20.6 percent in 1990 and 
19.1 percent in 1980.

There were  plants producing 
American-type in Minnesota in 
2018, unchanged from 2017.

Oregon’s 2018 American-type 
cheese production totaled 208.8 
million pounds, up 1.5 percent 
from 2017.

Oregon’s share of American-
type cheese output last year was 
4 percent, down from 4.1 percent 
in 2017.

There were six plants producing 
American-type cheese in Oregon 
last year, unchanged from 2017.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in Iowa last year totaled 182.1 
million pounds, up 17.4 percent 
from 2017.

Iowa’s share of American-type 
cheese production in 2018 was 
3.5 percent, up from 3.1 percent 
in 2017.

There were eight plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in Iowa 
in 2018, one more than in 2017.

New York’s 2018 American-type 
cheese production totaled 139.6 
million pounds, up 5.5 percent 
from 2017. 

New York’s share of American-
type output last year was 2.7 per-
cent, up from 2.6 percent in 2017.

There were 25 plants producing 
American-type cheese in New York 
last year, unchanged from 2017.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in all other states last year 
totaled 1.819 billion pounds, up 
4.9 percent from 2017. All other 
states last year accounted for 34.6 
percent of American-type cheese 
production, up from 34.2 percent 
in 2017.

There were 126 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in all 
other states last year, three more 
than in 2017.

US production of American-type 
cheese last year totaled a record 
5.254 bilion pounds, up 3.6%, or 
181.7 million pounds, from 2017’s 
record output.

Last year marked the second 
straight year in which American-
type cheese production topped 5 
billion pounds.

American-type cheeses (Ched-
dar, Colby, Monterey Jack, washed 
curd and stirred curd) last year 
accounted for 40.3 percent of 
total US cheese production, up 
from 40.1 percent in 2017 and 
39.1 percent in 2016 but down 
from 41.1 percent in 2010, 44.1 
percent in 2000, 47.8 percent in 
1990 and 59.6 percent in 1980.

There were 266 plants produc-
ing American-type cheese in the 
US last year,  up five from 2017.

West’s Production Jumps 5.5%, 
Share Rises To 43.5%
American-type production in the 
Central region totaled 2.637 billion 
pounds, up 2.2 percent, or 55.7 
million pounds, from 2017.

In 2018, the Central region 
accounted for 50.2 percent of US 
American-type cheese production, 
down from 50.9 percent in 2017, 
up from 48.2 percent in 2016, but 
down from 52.1 percent in 2000 
and 72.9 percent in 1991.

There were 129 plants pro-
ducing American-type cheese 
in the Central region last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

American-type cheese produc-
tion in the West region last year 
totaled 2.284 billion pounds, 
up 5.5 percent, or 119.1 million 
pounds, from 2017.

The West region last year 
accounted for 43.5 percent of 
American-type cheese produc-
tion, up from 42.7 percent in 2017, 
down from 45.6 percent in 2016, 
but up from 43.3 percent in 2000 
and 21.9 percent in 1991.

There were 44 plants producing 
American-type cheese in the West 
region in 2018, unchanged from 
2017.

The Atlantic region’s 2018 
American-type cheese production 
totaled 332.2 million pounds, up 
2.1 percent from 2017.

The Atlantic region’s share of 
American-type cheese production 
last year was 6.3 percent, down 
from 6.4 percent in 2017 but up 
from 6.2 percent in 2016.

There were 94 plants produc-
ing  American-type cheese in the 
Atlantic region last year, five more 
than in 2017.

Production Shares For Wisconsin, 
California Decline
Wisconsin’s 2018 American-type 
cheese production totaled 1.026 
billion pounds, up 0.9 percent 
from 2017 and the second straight 
year in which the state’s Ameri-
can-type cheese output topped 1 
billion pounds.

Still, Wisconsin’s American-type 
cheese production remains below 
what it was from 1981 through 
1987, when it ranged from 1.03 
billion pounds in 1987 to a record 
1.159 billion pounds in 1983.

Wisconsin’s share of US Amer-
ican-type cheese production last 
year was 19.5 percent, down from 
20 percent in 2017, 20.2 percent 
in 2016, 19.8 percent in 2010, 
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American-Type Cheese Production - 2018
State Output

millions
Percent 
Change

2018 
Share

2017 
Share

Wisconsin 1.026 b 0.9 19.5 20.0

California 630.2 m -0.4 12.0 12.5

Idaho 625.4 3.3 11.9 11.9

Minnesota 622.9 5.7 11.9 11.6

Oregon 208.8 1.5 4.0 4.1

Iowa 182.1 17.4 3.5 3.1

New York 139.6 5.5 2.7 2.6

Other 1.819 b 4.9 34.6 34.2

Region Output/Pounds Percent Change 2018 Share 2017 Share

Central 2.637 b 2.2 50.2 50.9

West 2.284 b 5.5 43.5 42.7

Atlantic 332.2 m 2.1 6.3 6.4

U.S. Total 5.254 b 3.6 40.3 40.1
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LIKE CHEESE, 
WE’VE GOTTEN 
BETTER WITH AGE.

From the moment milk arrives for processing to the 
time it’s packaged, every step counts. Let Tetra Pak’s 
end-to-end solutions ensure your cheese-making 
operation is all it can be.

• Customized solutions to meet your needs
• End-to-end expertise to maximize the efficiency, 

quality and durability of your plant
• A diverse portfolio of processing, forming and 

packaging equipment
• Support from Tetra Pak® Services to cover every 

aspect of production, from daily routines to 
business insights

With a diverse portfolio of technology and a depth of 
knowledge that spans generations, we’re sure we can 
find the right solutions for you. 

www.tetrapakusa.com
Moving food forward. Together.

Cheddar Production Sets Record, 
Share Of US Cheese Output Falls

pounds, up 5.1 percent from 2017 
and the state’s highest Cheddar 
output since 2000, when it totaled 
604.7 million pounds. That was 
one year after Minnesota’s Ched-
dar output had reached a record 
high of 605 million pounds. The 
years 1999 and 2000 remain the 
only two years in which Minne-
sota’s Cheddar production topped 
600 million pounds.

Minnesota’s share of US Ched-
dar production last year was 15.5 
percent, up from 15.1 percent in 
2017, 14.4 percent in 2016 and 
15.2 percent in 2010.

There were eight plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in Minnesota 
last year, unchanged from 2017.

Idaho’s 2018 Cheddar produc-
tion totaled 483.7 million pounds, 
up 0.1 percent from 2017. Idaho’s 
Cheddar output has now increased 

two years in a row, but hasn’t been 
above 500 million pounds since 
2010. Idaho’s Cheddar production 
had reached a record high of 562.6 
million pounds in 2009.

Idaho’s share of US Cheddar 
production was 12.7 percent last 
year, down from 13 percent in 
2017, 14 percent in 2016, and 17.1 
percent in 2010.

There were five plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in Idaho in 
2018, unchanged from 2017.

California’s 2018 Cheddar pro-
duction totaled 334.6 million 
pounds, down 5.9 percent from 
2017 and some 226.9 million 
pounds lower than in 2002, when 
the state’s output reached a record 
high of 561.6 million pounds.

California’s share of US Ched 
dar production last year was 8.8
See Cheddar Production, p. 16

the state’s Cheddar production 
topped 700 million pounds.

Still, Wisconsin’s Cheddar pro-
duction remains more than 200 
million pounds below its record 
level of 951.2 million pounds, set 
in 1983. But as recently as 2001, 
the state’s Cheddar output was 
under 550 million pounds.

Wisconsin’s share of US Ched-
dar production last year was 18.8 
percent, down from 18.9 percent 
in 2017, 19.3 percent in 2016, and 
19.6 percent in 2010.

There were 69 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

 Cheddar production in Minne-
sota last year totaled 589.1 million 

Cheddar cheese production in 
2018 totaled a record 3.803 billion 
pounds, up 2.2 percent, or 81 mil-
lion pounds, from 2017.

That marked the fifth consecu-
tive year in which Cheddar produc-
tion has set a record, and the 15th 
straight year in which Cheddar 
output topped 3 billion pounds.

To put that in some historical 
perspective, US Cheddar produc-
tion first topped 1 billion pounds 
in 1961, fell below that level the 
following two years, then topped 
1 billion pounds again in 1964 and 
never fell below that level again.

Production then first topped 2 
billion pounds in 1982, and then  
topped 3 billion pounds in 2004.

Last year, Cheddar cheese 
accounted for 29.2 percent of US 
cheese production, down from 
29.4 percent in 2017, up from 28.2 
percent in 2016, but down from 31 
percent in 2010, 34.1 percent in 
2000, 39.3 percent in 1990, 43.9 
percent in 1980, 53.7 percent in 
1970 and 71.1 percent in 1950.

There were 244 plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in the US last 
year, four more than in 2017.

Central’s Share Of Cheddar Output 
Falls, West’s Share Increases
Cheddar in the Central region last 
year totaled 1.906 billion pounds, 
up 1.9 percent from 2017.

The Central region’s share of US 
Cheddar production in 2018 was 
50.1 percent, down from 50.3 per-
cent in 2017, up from 46.7 percent 
in 2016, 47.3 percent in 2010 and 
48.5 percent in 2000 but down 
from 74.3 percent in 1991.

There were 121 plants produc-
ing Cheddar in the Central region 
last year, two fewer than in 2017.

The West region’s 2018 Ched-
dar production totaled 1.582 bil-
lion pounds, up 2.6 percent.

The West’s share of US Cheddar 
output last year was 41.6 percent, 
up from 41.4 percent in 2017, 
down from 45.1 percent in 2016 
and 47.4 percent in 2010.

There were 43 plants producing 
Cheddar in the West region last 
year, one more than in 2017.

Cheddar production in the 
Atlantic region last year totaled 
314.4 million pounds, up 1.8 per-
cent from 2017.

The Atlantic region’s share of 
US Cheddar production in 2018 
was 8.3 percent, unchanged from 
2017 and up from 8.2 percent in 
2016, and 5.3 percent in 2010.

There were 80 plants producing 
Cheddar in the Atlantic region last 
year, five more than in 2017.

Minnesota, Iowa Boost Shares Of 
US Cheddar Production
Wisconsin’s 2018 Cheddar produc-
tion totaled 714.7 million pounds, 
up 1.5 percent from 2017 and 
the second straight year in which For more information, visit www.tetrapakusa.com
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Italian Cheese Production Sets 
New Record: 5.6 Billion Pounds
US production of Italian-type 
cheese in 2018 totaled a record 
5.557 billion pounds, up 3 percent, 
or 161.6 million pounds, from 
2017 and the fourth consecutive 
year in which Italian cheese output 
topped 5 billion pounds, according 
to Dairy Products 2018, which was 
released last month by USDA’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice (NASS).

Italian cheese production has 
increased by more than 1 billion 
pounds since 2010, and has more 
than doubled since 1995, when it 
totaled 2.7 billion pounds. 

The last time Italian cheese 
production declined was in 2008, 
when output of 4.12 billion pounds 
was down 80 million pounds from 
2007.

In 2018, Italian cheese 
accounted for 42.7 percent of total 
US cheese production, unchanged 
from 2017, down from 43.5 per-
cent in 2016, but up from 42.3 per-
cent in 2010, 39.8 percent in 2000, 
36.4 percent in 1990, 24.7 percent 

in 1980, 17.9 percent in 1970 and 
5.1 percent in 1950.

There were 209 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in the US last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

West’s Production Tops 2.6  Billion 
Pounds, Share Rises
Italian cheese production in the 
West region last year totaled 2.6 
billion pounds, up 3.8 percent 
from 2017.

Last year, the West’s share of 
US Italian cheese production was 
46.8 percent, up from 46.4 percent 
in 2017, down from 46.8 percent 
in 2016, but up from 44.9 percent 
in 2010, 34.6 percent in 2000 and 
20.1 percent in 1991.

There were 46 plants producing 
Italian cheese in the West region 
last year, three more than in 2017.

The Central region’s 2018 Ital-
ian cheese production totaled 
2.25 billion pounds, up 2.2 percent 
from 2017.

The Central region’s share of US 
Italian cheese output last year was 
40.5 percent, down from 40.8 per-

cent in 2017, up from 40.3 percent 
in 2016, 38.8 percent in 2010 and 
33.5 percent in 2000 but down 
from 55.5 percent in 1991.

There were 79 plants producing 
Italian cheese in the Central region 
in 20187, four fewer cheese plants 
than in 2017.

Italian cheese production in the 
Atlantic region last year totaled 
707.7 million pounds, up 2.8 per-
cent from 2017.

The Atlantic region’s share of 
US Italian cheese production in 
2018 was 12.7 percent, down from 
12.8 percent in 2017, 12.9 percent 
in 2016, 16.3 percent in 2010, 24.4 
percent in 2000 and 24.2 percent 
in 1991.

There were 84 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in the Atlantic 
region last year, one more than in 
2017.

WI, CA Boost Output, But           
Production Shares Decline
Wisconsin’s Italian cheese produc-
tion last year totaled 1.73 billion 
pounds, up 1.6 percent from 2017.

Wisconsin’s share of US Italian 
cheese production last year was 
31.1 percent, down from 31.6 per-
cent in 2017, up from 31 percent 
in 2016 and 27.8 percent in 2000 
but down from 32.3 percent in 
1990.

There were 53 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, four fewer than in 2017.

California’s 2018 Italian cheese 
production totaled 1.65 billion 
pounds, up 2 percent from 2017.

California’s share of US Italian 
cheese output last year was 29.7 
percent, down from 30 percent in 
2017 and 30.8 percent in 2016 but 
up from 22.1 percent in 2000 and 
15.7 percent in 1990.

There were 31 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in California last 
year, three more cheese plants 
than in 2017.

Italian cheese production in 
New York last year totaled 359.2 
million pounds, down 0.4 percent 
from 2017.

New York’s share of US Italian 
cheese production last year was 
6.5 percent, down from 6.7 per-
cent in 2017, 12.7 percent in 2000 
and 8.9 percent in 1990.

There were 18 plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in New York last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

Idaho’s 2018 Italian cheese 
production totaled 291.1 million 
pounds, up 5.1 percent from 2017.

Idaho’s share of US Italian 
cheese output last year was 5.2 
percent, up from 5.1 percent in 
2017.

There were four plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Idaho last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

Pennsylvania’s Italian cheese 
production in 2018 totaled 265.7 
million pounds, up 5.3 percent 
from 2017.

Pennsylvania’s share of US Ital-
ian cheese production in 2018 was 
4.8 percent, up from 4.7 percent 
in 2017.

There were 17 plants producing 
Italian cheese in Pennsylvania last 
year, one fewer than in 2017.

Minnesota’s 2018 Italian cheese 
production totaled 114.6 million 
pounds, down 5.2 percent from 
2017. Minnesota’s share of US Ital-
ian cheese output last year was 2.1 
percent, down from 2.2 percent 
in 2017.

There were six plants produc-
ing Italian cheese in Minnesota in 
2018, one more than in 2017.

Italian cheese production in all 
other states totaled 1.148 billion 
pounds in 2018, up 7.8 percent 
from 2017. All other states last 
year accounted for 20.7 percent 
of US Italian cheese production, up 
from 19.7 percent in 2017.

There were 80 plants producing 
Italian cheese in all other states 
last year, one more than in 2017.

www.multipond.com

MULTIPOND America Inc.
Green Bay, WI
920.490.8249

   

   

MULTIPOND Weighing Technology and multihead 
weighing systems stand for maximum accuracy, 
performance and reliability.

TESTING AND SHOWROOM FACILITY                
JUST A SHORT DRIVE AWAY

For over 70 years we have been o�ering weighing 
and packaging solutions. 

Call today to schedule your product trial!
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Italian-Type Cheese Production - 2018

Italian
Type
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Other 
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Share of Total 
Cheese Production

Region Output Percent Change 2018 Share 2017 Share

West 2.60 b 3.8 46.8 46.4

Central 2.25 b 2.2 40.5 40.8

Atlantic 707.7 m 2.8 12.7 12.8

U.S. Total 5.557 b 3.0 42.7 42.7

State Output
millions

Percent 
Change

2018
Share

2017  
Share

Wisconsin 1.73 b 1.6 31.1 31.6

California 1.65 2.0 29.7 30.0

New York 359.2 m -0.4 6.5 6.7

Idaho 291.1 5.1 5.2 5.1

Pennsylvania 265.7 5.3 4.8 4.7

Minnesota 114.6 -5.2 2.1 2.2

Other 1.148 b 7.8 20.7 19.7
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Mozzarella Output Sets Record, 
Share Of US Cheese Production 
Increases To 33.4%

For more information, visit www.drtechinc.com

US production of Mozzarella 
cheese last year totaled a record 
4.35 billion pounds, up 4.4 per-
cent, or 183.9 million pounds, 
from 2017.

Last year marked the third 
straight year in which Mozza-
rella production topped 4 bil-
lion pounds. Mozzarella output 
has risen by more than 1 billion 
pounds since 2009 and by more 
than 2 billion pounds since 1997.

Mozzarella last year accounted 
for 33.4 percent of total US cheese 
production, up from 33.0 percent 
in 2017, down from 33.8 percent 
in 2016, and up from 33.3 percent 
in 2010, 31 percent in 2000, 28.6 
percent in 1990, 17.3 percent in 
1980 and 11.1 percent in 1970.

There were 133 plants produc-
ing Mozzarella in the US last year, 
one fewer than in 2017.

The West region’s 2018 Moz-
zarella production totaled 2.428 
billion pounds, up 4.3 percent 
from 2017 and the fifth consecu-
tive year in which the West’s Moz-
zarella output topped 2 billion 
pounds.

The West’s share of US Mozza-
rella production last year was 55.8 
percent, down from 55.9 percent 
in 2017 and 56 percent in 2016 but 
up from 52.7 percent in 2010, 39.4 
percent in 2000 and 22.8 percent 
in 1991.

There were 35 plants producing 
Mozzarella in the West region last 
year, two more than in 2017.

Mozzarella production in the 
Central region last year totaled 
1.461 billion pounds, up 4.7 per-
cent from 2017.

Last year, the Central region 
acounted for 33.6 percent of US 
Mozzarella production, up from 
33.5 percent in 2017 and 33.3 
percent in 2016, down from 33.7 
percent in 2010, up from 32 per-
cent in 2000 but down from 57.2 
percent in 1991.

There were 53 plants producing 
Mozzarella in the Central region 
last year, three fewer than in 2017.

The Atlantic region’s 2018 Moz-
zarella production totaled 462.6 
million pounds, up 4.4 percent 
from 2017.

The Atlantic region’s share of 
US Mozzarella output in 2018 was  
10.6 percent, unchanged from 
2017, but down from 10.7 percent 
in 2016, 13.7 percent in 2010, 20.8 
percent in 2000 and 20.0 percent 
in 1991.

There were 45 plants producing 
Mozzarella in the Atlantic region 
last year, unchanged from 2017.

California, Wisconsin, Idaho, PA 
Set New  Mozz Production Records
California’s 2018 Mozzarella pro-
duction totaled a record 1.504 bil-

Pennsylvania’s 2018 Mozza-
rella production totaled a record 
228.9 million pounds, up 4.8 per-
cent from 2017. The state’s previ-
ous Mozzarella production record, 
228.7 million pounds, was set in 
2013.

Pennsylvania’s share of US Moz-
zarella production in 2018 was 5.3 
percent, up from 5.2 percent in 
2017.

There were eight plants produc-
ing Mozzarella cheese in Pennsyl-
vania last year, unchanged from 
2017.

New York’s Mozzarella cheese 
production last year totaled 189.7 
million pounds, up 0.4 percent 
from 2017. 

New York’s share of US Moz-
zarella output last year was 4.4 
percent, down from 4.5 percent 
in 2017.

There were 13 plants producing 
Mozzarella cheese in New York in 
2018. There were 13 plants pro-
ducing Mozzarella in 2017 as well.

Mozzarella production in all 
other states in 2018 totaled 1.009 
billion pounds, up 10.3 percent 
from 2017. 

All other states accounted for 
23.2 percent of US Mozz  output 
last year, up from 22 percent in 
2017.

There were 48 plants producing 
Mozzarella in all other states last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

lion pounds, up 2.1 percent from 
2017 and the first time the state’s 
Mozz output topped 1.5 billion 
pounds.

California last year accounted 
for 34.6 percent of US Mozzarella 
production, down from 35.3 per-
cent in 2017, 36.2 percent in 2016 
and 36.1 percent in 2010 but up 
from 24.1 percent in 2000, 18.4 
percent in 1990 and 15.4 percent 
in 1980.

There were 26 plants producing 
Mozzarella in California last year, 
one more than in 2017.

Wisconsin’s 2018 Mozzarella 
production totaled a record 1.138 
billion pounds, up 2.5 percent from 
2017 and the fourth consecutive 
year in which Wisconsin’s Mozz 
output topped 1 billion pounds.

In 2018, Wisconsin accounted 
for 26.2 percent of United States 
Mozzarella cheese production, 
down from 26.6 percent in 2017 
and 26.5 percent in 2016, up from 
24.8 percent in 2010 and 25.9 per-
cent in 2000 but down from 32.3 
percent in 1990 and 29.4 percent 
in 1980.

There were 35 plants producing 
Mozzarella in Wisconsin in 2018, 
two fewer than in 2017.

Mozzarella production in Idaho 
last year totaled a record 281.7 
million pounds, up 7.1 percent 
from 2017.

Idaho’s share of US Mozz out-
put last year was 6.5 percent, up 
from 6.3 percent in 2017 and 6.2 
percent in 2016.

There were three plants pro-
ducing Mozzarella in Idaho last 
year, unchanged from 2017.
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Mozzarella Cheese Production - 2018

Mozz
33.4

Other 
Cheese
66.6%

Region Output Percent Change 2018 Share 2017 Share

West 2.428 b 4.3 55.8 55.9

Central 1.461 b 4.7 33.6 33.5

Atlantic 462.6 m 4.4 10.6 10.6

U.S. Total 4.350 b 4.4 33.4 33.0

Share of Total 
Cheese Production

State Output
Pounds

Percent 
Change

2018 
Share

2017  
Share

California 1.504 b 2.1 34.6 35.3

Wisconsin 1.138 b 2.5 26.2 26.6

Idaho 281.7 m 7.1 6.5 6.3

Pennsylvania 228.9 4.8 5.3 5.2

New York 189.7 0.4 4.4 4.5

Other 1.009 b 10.3 23.2 22.0
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WORLD LEADER
IN DAIRY CARBOHYDRATE TECHNOLOGY.

Recognized as the world leader in dairy carbohydrate processing 
technology, RELCO L-TECH™ Drying Systems are designed 
specifically to process carbohydrates to the highest-quality powder
at the lowest capital and operating costs in the industry. Each 
process step is engineered to maximize yield.

Learn more about RELCO solutions at
relco.net/cheesereporter. 

Contact a RELCO expert today:

320.231.2210
sales@relco.net

8 relco.net

Swiss, Hispanic, Muenster, Blue, 
Feta Output Increased In 2018

percent in 2017.
There were 61 plants produc-

ing Hispanic cheese in the US last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

California’s share of US Hispanic 
cheese output last year was 46.3 
percent, down from 47.4 percent 
in 2017.

There were 13 plants producing 
Hispanic cheese in California last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

Wisconsin’s 2018 share of US 
Hispanic cheese production was 
29.9 percent last year, down from 
31.8 percent in 2017.

There were 15 plants producing 
Hispanic cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, three more than in 2017.

Hispanic cheese production in 
all other states last year totaled 
74 million pounds, up 24.1 per-
cent from 2017. States other than 
California and Wisconsin last year 
accounted for 23.7 percent of US 
Hispanic cheese output, up from 
20.8 percent in 2017. There were 
33 plants in all other states pro-
ducing Hispanic cheese last year, 
three fewer than in 2017.

Muenster, Feta Production Set 
Records; Brick Output Falls
US production of Muenster cheese 
last year totaled a record 191.3 
million pounds, up 1.1 percent 
from 2017. Muenster output has 
almost doubled since 2006, when 
it totaled 95.5 million pounds.

There were 44 plants producing 
Muenster in the US last year, four 
more than in 2017.

Wisconsin’s 2018 Muenster 
production totaled 61.9 million 
pounds, up 0.3 percent from 2017. 
There were 20 plants producing 
Muenster in Wisconsin last year, 
one more than in 2017.

Muenster production in all other 
states last year totaled 129.4 mil-
lion pounds, up 1.5 percent from 
2017. There were 24 plants pro-
ducing Muenster in all other states 
in 2018, three more than in 2017.

US production of Brick cheese 
last year totaled 2.3 million 
pounds, down 6.1 percent from 
2017. There were 17 plants pro-
ducing Brick cheese in the US in 
2018, six fewer than in 2017.

Blue and Gorgonzola produc-
tion last year totaled a record 94.6 
million pounds, up 3.6 percent 
from 2017. That broke the previ-
ous record, which was set in 2015, 
by 159,000 pounds.

There were 55 plants producing 
Blue and Gorgonzola in the US last 
year, one more than in 2017.

Feta production last year totaled 
a record 129.8 million pounds, up 
6 percent from 2017. Feta output 
has increased by more than 50 
million pounds since 2010.

There were 46 plants producing 
Feta in the US last year, two fewer 
than in 2017.

US Gouda production last year 
totaled 65.3 million pounds, down 
0.2 percent from 2017’s record 
output. There were 84 plants pro-
ducing Gouda in the US last year, 
five more than in 2017.

Production of all other cheeses 
last year totaled 171.6 million 
pounds. There were 218 plants 
producing all other cheeses in the 
in 2018, three more than in 2017.

Processed Cheese Production 
Rises, Cold Pack Falls
US production of processed 
cheeses and combinations last 
year totaled 2.385 billion pounds, 
up 0.1 percent from 2017. There 
were 48 plants producing pro-
cessed cheeses and combinations 
in the US last year, two fewer than 
in 2017.

Production of processed cheese 
last year totaled 1.78 billion 
pounds, up 1.8 percent from 2017. 
There were 27 plants producing 
processed cheese in the US last 
year, three fewer than in 2017.

In 2018, production of processed 
cheese foods and spreads totaled 
572.2 million pounds, down 4.1 
percent from 2017. There were 23 
plants producing processed cheese 
foods and spreads in the US last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

US production of cold pack 
cheese and cheese foods last year 
totaled 30.4 million pounds, down 
12 percent from 2017. There were 
14 plants producing cold pack 
cheese and cheese foods in the US 
last year, unchanged from 2017.

US production of Cream and Neuf-
chatel cheese last year totaled 
914.8 million pounds, down 0.4 
percent from 2017.

Cream and Neufchatel cheese 
in 2018 accounted for 7 percent of 
total US cheese production, down 
from 7.3 percent in 2017. There 
were 38 plants producing Cream 
and Neufchatel in the US last year, 
two more than in 2017.

Swiss cheese production last 
year totaled 332.3 million pounds, 
up 4.9 percent from 2017 and the 
second-highest Swiss cheese out-
put ever, trailing only the 336.5 
million pounds produced in 2010.

Last year, Swiss cheese 
accounted for 2.6 percent of US 
cheese output, up from 2.5 per-
cent in 2017.

There were 63 plants producing 
Swiss cheese in the US last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

Ohio’s 2018 Swiss cheese pro-
duction totaled 162.7 million 
pounds, up 5.1 percent from 2017. 
Ohio’s share of US Swiss cheese 
output last year was 49 percent, 
up from 48.9 percent in 2017.

There were 13 plants produc-
ing Swiss cheese in Ohio last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

Swiss cheese production in Wis-
consin last year totaled 17.4 mil-
lionpounds, up 4.3 percent from 
2017. Wisconsin’s share of US 
Swiss cheese production last year 

was 5.2 percent, down from 5.3 
percent in 2017.

There were 11 plants produc-
ing Swiss cheese in Wisconsin last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

Pennsylvania’s 2018 Swiss 
cheese production totaled 9 mil-
lion pounds, down 13.4 percent 
from 2017. There were nine plants 
producing Swiss cheese in Penn-
sylvabia last year, two fewer than 
in 2017.

Swiss cheese production in 
all other states last year totaled 
143.2 million pounds, up 6.3 per-
cent from 2017. All other states 
accounted for 43.1 percent of US 
Swiss cheese production in 2018, 
up from 42.6 percent in 2017.

There were 30 plants producing 
Swiss cheese in all other states last 
year, two more than in 2017.

Hispanic Cheese Production Tops 
300 Million Pounds
Output of Hispanic cheese in 2018 
totaled a record 311.9 million 
pounds, up 8.9 percent from 2017.

Hispanic cheese production has 
increased by more than 100 mil-
lion pounds since 2009, has more 
than doubled since 2004, and has 
increased by almost 245 million 
pounds since USDA’s NASS started 
tracking its production in 1996.

Last year, Hispanic cheese 
accounted for 2.4 percent of total 
US cheese production, up from 2.3

For more information, visit www.relco.net/cheesereporter.com

Other Cheese Types Production - 2018
Product State Output

millions
Percent Change

Swiss Ohio 162.7 5.7

Swiss Wisconsin 17.4 4.3

Swiss Pennsylvania 9.0 -13.4

Swiss Other 143.2 6.3

Swiss Total US 332.3 4.9

Hipanic Cheese California 144.5 6.3

Hispanic Cheese Wisconsin 93.4 2.7

Hispanic Cheese Other 74.0 24.1

Hispanic Cheese Total US 311.9 8.9

Muenster Wisconsin 61.9 0.3

Muenster Total US 191.3 1.1

Cream/Neufchatel Total US 914.8 -0.4

Brick Total US 2.3 -6.1

Feta Total US 129.8 6.0

Blue/Gorgonzola Total US 94.6 3.6

Gouda Total US 65.3 -0.3

All Other Total US 171.6
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US Butter Production Finally 
Breaks Record Set In 1941

The Atlantic region’s share of 
US butter production last year 
was 9.9 percent, down from 10.8 
percent in 2017 and 10.3 percent 
in 2016, up from 9.4 percent in 
2010, but down from 12.8 percent 
in 1991.

There were 39 plants producing 
butter in the Atlantic region last 
year, two more than in 2017.

California’s Butter Production 
Jumps, Share Increases
Butter output in California last 
year totaled 578.6 million pounds, 
up 8.3 from 2017 and the state’s 
highest output since 2015, when it 
totaled 580.6 million pounds.

California’s butter production 
record, 654.2 million pounds, was 
set in 2012.

Last year, California’s share of 
US butter productiobn was 30.6 
percent, up from 28.9 percent in 
2017, unchanged from 2016, and 
up from 27.8 percent in 2000 and 
16.2 percent in 1980.

There were 12 plants producing 
butter in California last year, one 
fewer than in 2017.

Pennsylvania’s 2018 butter 
production totaled 86.1 million 
pounds, down 6.8 percent from 
2017. It’s share of US butter out-
put last year was 4.6 percent, 
down from 5 percent in 2017.

There were six plants produc-
ing butter in Pennsylvania in 2018, 
one fewer than in 2017.

Production in New York last 
year totaled 24.7 million pounds, 
down 10.5 percent from 2017. 
New York’s share of US butter 
output last year was 1.3 percent, 
down from 1.5 percent in 2017.

There were 11 plants producing 
butter in New York last year, three 
more than in 2017.

Butter production in all other 
states in 2018 totaled 1.202 billion 
pounds, up 0.7 percent from 2017. 
All other states accounted for 63.5 
percent of US butter output last 
year, down from 64.6 percent in 
2017.

There were 69 plants producing 
butter in all other states last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

Nonfat Dry Milk Production Falls, 
California’s Output Increases
US production of nonfat dry milk 
last year totaled 1.774 billion 
pounds, down 3.4 percent from 
2017. That was the fifth straight 
year in which US nonfat dry milk 
output topped 1.7 billion pounds.

There were 56 plants producing 
NDM in the US last year, four more 
than in 2017.

NDM production in the West 
region last year totaled 1.084 bil-
lion pounds, down 3.1 percent 
from 2017. There were 25 plants 
producing NDM in the West region 
last year, one more than in 2017.

The Atlantic region’s 2018 non-
fat dry milk production totaled 
358.2 million pounds, down 0.4 
percent from 2017. 

There were 14 plants produc-
ing NDM in the Atlantic region last 
year, four more than in 2017.

Nonfat dry milk production in 
the Central region in 2018 totaled 
331.8 million pounds, down 7.1 
percent from 2017. 

There were 17 plants produc-
ing NDM in the Central region last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

California’s 2018 production of 
nonfat dry milk totaled 587.1 mil-
lion pounds, up 4.5 percent from 
2017. California’s share of US NDM 
output last year was 33.1 percent, 
up from 30.6 percent in 2017.

There were 12 plants producing 
NDM in California last year, one 
more than in 2017.

NDM production in Pennsylva-
nia last year totaled 181.2 million 
pounds, down 1.4 percent from 
2017. Pennsylvania’s share of 
US nonfat dry milk production in 
2018 was 10.2 percent, up from 
10.0 percent in 2017. There were 
six plants producing NDM in last 
year, two more than in 2017.

NDM production in all other 
states last year totaled 1.005 
billion pounds, down 7.7 per-
cent from 2017. All other states 
accounted for 56.7 percent of US 
NDM output last year, down from 
59.4 percent in 2017.

There were 38 plants producing 
NDM in all other states last year, 
one more than in 2017.

US butter production last year 
totaled 1.891 billion pounds, 
up 2.4 percent, or 43.5 million 
pounds, from 2017, according to 
USDA’s National Agricultural Sta-
tistics Service (NASS).

That breaks the previous but-
ter production record of 1.872 bil-
lion pounds, which was set back 
in 1941.

Butter production has topped 
1.8 billion pounds in each of the 
last seven years, but until last 
year had always come up short 
of breaking the 1941 record. The 
closest butter output came to 
breaking the record was in 2013, 
when production totaled 1.863 bil-
lion pounds.

Over the past century, US but-
ter production has topped 1.8 bil-
lion pounds 10 times, and eight of 
those times have occurred since 
2010. The other two times were 
in 1940 (1.837 billion pounds) and 
in 1941.

At the other extreme, butter 
production was under 1.0 billion 
pounds eight times over the past 
century, including six years in the 
1970s as well as in 1919 and 1920.

There were 98 plants produc-
ing butter in the US last year, one 
more than in 2017. Back in 1941, 
when the previous butter produc-
tion record was set, there were 
4,619 plants producing butter in 
the US.

West’s Butter Production, Share 
Rise; Central, Atlantic Decline
Butter production in the West 
region last year totaled 926.6 mil-
lion pounds, up 7 percent from 
2017. That was the West’s high-
est butter production since 2015, 
when it totaled 929.7 million 
pounds.

The West’s share of US butter 
production in 2018 was 49 per-
cent, up from 46.9 percent in 2017 
and 48.6 percent in 2016, down 
from 53.9 percent in 2010, and 
up from 42.4 percent in 2000 and 
34.6 percent in 1991.

There were 24 plants producing 
butter in the West region last year, 
one fewer than in 2017.

The Central region’s 2018 but-
ter production totaled 777.6 mil-
lion pounds, down 0.5 percent 
from 2017.

The Central region’s share of 
US butter production last year 
was 41.1 percent, down from 42.3 
percent in 2017, unchanged from 
2016, up from 36.7 percent in 
2010 and 34.9 percent in 2000 but 
down from 52.5 percent in 1991.

There were 35 plants produc-
ing butter in the Central region in 
2018, unchanged from 2017.

Butter production in the Atlan-
tic region last year totaled 186.8 
million pounds, down 6.6 percent 
from 2017.

Total Butter 
and Nonfat 
Dry Milk
Production

California Output
Millions

Percent 
Change

2018
Share

2017
Share

Butter 578.6 8.3 30.6 28.9

NDM 587.1 4.5 33.1 30.6

Region NDM Output Percent Change 2018 Share 2017 Share

West 1.084 b -3.1 61.1 60.9

Atlantic 358.2 m -0.4 20.2 19.6

Central 331.8 -7.1 18.7 19.5

U.S. Total 1.774 b -3.4

Region Butter Output Percent Change 2018 Share 2017 Share

West 926.6 m 7.0 49.0 46.9

Central 777.6 m -0.5 41.1 42.3

Atlantic 186.8 m -6.6 9.9 10.8

U.S. Total 1.891 b 2.4

For more information, visit www.ivarsoninc.com
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Evaporator Dryer Technologies, Inc.
715.796.2313 • 715.796.2378 - FAX
E-mail: info@evapdryertech.com •
1805 Ridgeway Street • Hammond, WI 54015

www.evapdryertech.com

Powder Processing
Evaporator and Spray Dryer Systems
for Safe, Efficient, Sanitary Processing

Engineering solutions and exceptional
technical support is what we
provide when it comes to your
evaporator and spray dryer system.

EDT innovative technologies -
designed to handle today’s process
requirements for safe, efficient,
sanitary processing.

 Whey and Whey Permeate
 Lactose
 WPC
 Milk Powders
 Cheese Powders
 Infant Formula

For more information, visit www.evapdryertech.com

Dry Whey Output Fell In 2018; 
Lactose, WPC, WPI Output Rose

ous production record of 1.133 bil-
lion pounds, set in 2014.

Lactose has now topped 1 billion 
pounds for eight straight years.

There were 33 plants producing 
lactose in the US last year, three 
more than in 2017.

Production of whey protein con-
centrate, human and animal, last 
year totaled 514 million pounds, 
up 5.1 percent from 2017 and the 
highest level of output since 2014, 
when production reached a record 
540.1 million pounds.

Within the WPC category in 
2018, production and plant num-
bers, with comparisons to 2016, 
were as follows:

WPC 25.0-49.9 percent: 199.4 
million pounds, up 8.1 percent; 23 
plants, two more than in 2017.

WPC 50.0-89.9 percent: 314.6 
million pounds, up 3.3 percent; 35 
plants, one more than in 2017.

WPC human: 507.9 million 
pounds, up 5.4 percent; 48 plants, 
two more than in 2017.

WPC animal: 6 million pounds, 
down 14.9 percent from 2017; 18 
plants, unchanged from 2017.

US production of whey protein 
isolates last year totaled a record 
121.5 million pounds, up 4 percent 
from 2017.  Production of whey 
protein isolates has increased by 
almost 100 million pounds since 
2003, which is the first year for 
which USDA’s NASS published WPI 
production figures.

There were 17 plants produc-
ing whey protein isolates in the US 
last year, one fewer than in 2017.

US production of dry whey, human, 
in 2018 totaled 981.7 million 
pounds, down 2.5 percent, or 25.5 
million pounds, from 2017 and the 
ninth time in the last 10 years that 
production of dry whey, human, 
was under 1 billion pounds.

The production record for dry 
whey, human, was 1.11 billion 
pounds, set in 2000.

There were 30 plants producing 
dry whey, human, in the US last 
year, one fewer than in 2017.

Production of dry whey, human, 
in the Central region last year 
totaled 448.6 million pounds, 
down 7.9 percent from 2017. The 
Central region’s share of US out-
put of dry whey, human, was 45.7 
percent in 2018, down from 48.3 
percent in 2017.

There were 16 plants producing 
dry whey, human, in the Central 
region in 2018.

The West region’s production of 
dry whey, human, in 2018 totaled 
275.7 million pounds, up 2.7 per-
cent. The West’s share of national 
output was 28.1 percent, up from 
26.6 percent in 2017.

There were seven plants pro-
ducing dry whey, human, in the 
West region last year, one fewer 
than in 2017.

Production of dry whey, human, 
in the Atlantic region last year 
totaled 257.4 million pounds, up 
2.2 percent from 2017. The Atlan-

tic’s share of national production 
was 26.2 percent, up from 25 per-
cent in 2017.

There were seven plants pro-
ducing dry whey, human, in the 
Atlantic region in 2018.

Wisconsin’s 2018 production of 
dry whey, human, totaled 319.7 
million pounds, down 7.5 percent 
from 2017. Their share of national 
output in 2018 was 32.6 percent, 
down from 34.3 percent in 2017.

There were 10 plants produc-
ing dry whey, human, in Wisconsin 
last year, unchanged from 2017.

New York’s 2018 production of 
dry whey, human, totaled 143.5 
million pounds, up 1.1 percent 
from 2017. Their share of national 
output last year was 14.6 percent, 
up from 14.1 percent in 2017.

There were five plants produc-
ing dry whey, human, in New York 
in 2018, unchanged from 2017.

Production of dry whey, human, 
in all other states last year totaled 
518.4 million pounds, down 0.2 
percent from 2017. All other 
states accounted for 52.8 percent 
of US dry whey, human, output 
last year, up from 51.6 percent.

There were 15 plants produc-
ing dry whey, human, in all other 
states last year.

US production of lactose, human 
and animal, totaled a record 1.158 
billion pounds, up 3.0 percent 
from 2017. That broke the previ-

US sour cream production in 2018 
totaled a record 1.403 billion 
pounds, up 1.2 percent, or 16.3 
million pounds, from 2017.

Sour cream output has now set 
records for five consecutive years. 

There were 115 plants produc-
ing sour cream in the US last year, 
three more than in 2017.

Regional sour cream production 
and plant numbers in 2018, with 
comparisons to 2017, was: 

Central: 710.4 million pounds, 
up 4.6 percent; 43 plants, two 
fewer than in 2017.

West: 390.3 million pounds, 
down 3 percent; 40 plants, 
unchanged from 2017.

Atlantic: 302.7 million pounds, 
down 0.9 percent; 32 plants, five 
more than in 2017.

Sour cream production last 
year in select states was: New 
York, 267.6 million pounds, down 
1.1 percent; Ohio, 226.5 million 
pounds, up 27.1; California, 192.7 
million pounds, down 1.3 percent; 
Illinois, 43.9 million pounds, down 
17.6; Oregon, 16.9 million pounds, 
up 0.7 percent; and Pennsylvania, 
1.6 million pounds, down 22.9.

Sour cream production in 2018 
in all other states totaled 654.2 
million pounds, down 2.5 percent 
from 2017.

US production of creamed cot-
tage cheese in 2018 totaled 352.8 
million pounds, up 6.7 percent 
from 2017. 

Lowfat cottage cheese output 
last year totaled 342.1 million 
pounds, down 0.7 percent. 

That’s the first time production 
of creamed cottage cheese has 
exceeded output of lowfat cottage 
cheese since 2003.

As recently as 2014, the gap 
in production between creamed 
and lowfat cottage cheese was 
still more than 50 million pounds; 
that year, lowfat cottage cheese 
production totaled 364.6 million 
pounds, while output of creamed 
cottage cheese was 303.1 million 
pounds.

Last year, there were 54 plants 
producing creamed cottage 
cheese in the US, two more than 
in 2017; and 53 plants producing 
lowfat cottage cheese, one fewer 
than in 2017.

Regular ice cream production 
last year totaled 840 million gal-
lons, down 3.6 percent from 2017. 
Lowfat ice cream output in 2018 
totaled 451.1 million gallons, 
down 2.2 percent from 2017.

Frozen yogurt production last 
year totaled 50.2 million gallons, 
down 20.2 percent from 2017.

Sour Cream Production Sets New Record; Creamed 
Cottage Cheese Output Tops Lowfat Production

Product 2018
Output

Percent 
Change

Skim Milk Powder 566.5 m 7.0

Milk Protein 
Concentrate 145.6 m 4.7

Dry Whole Milk 143.7m 17.4

Dry Buttermilk 118.1 m 4.6

Dry Whey 
(Human) 981.7 m -2.5

Lactose 1.158 b 3.0

Whey Protein 
Concentrate 
50 -89.9

314.6 m 3.3

Whey Protein 
Isolates 121.5 m 4.0
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US Yogurt Production Fell 2% In 
2018 To Lowest Level Since 2011
US production of yogurt, plain 
and flavored, totaled 4.388 billion 
pounds in 2018, down 2 percent, 
or 90.1 million pounds, from 2017.

That was the lowest level 
for US yogurt production since 
2011, when it totaled 4.27 bil-
lion pounds. Yogurt output had 
reached a record high of 4.76 bil-
lion pounds in 2014.

USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) started 
tracking yogurt production in 
1989, when it totaled 912.4 million 
pounds. It has declined just five 
times since then: in 1996, 1997, 
2015, 2016 and now 2018.

There were 162 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the US last year, eight 
fewer than in 2017.

Yogurt production in the Central 
region last year totaled 1.848 bil-
lion pounds, up 0.2 percent from 
2017. The Central region’s share of 
US yogurt output in 2018 was 42.1 
percent, up from 41.2 percent.

There were 38 plants produc-
ing yogurt in the Central region in 
2018, five fewer than in 2017.

The Atlantic region’s 2018 
yogurt production totaled 1.338 
billion pounds, down 1.3 percent 
from 2017. The Atlantic region’s 
share of US yogurt production last 
year was 30.5 percent, up from 
30.3 percent in 2017.

There were 87 plants producing 
yogurt in the Atlantic region last 
year, two fewer than in 2017.

Yogurt in the West region last 
year totaled 1.203 billion pounds, 
down 6 percent from 2017. The 
West’s share of US yogurt output 
in 2018 was 27.4 percent, down 
from 28.6 percent in 2017.

There were 37 plants producing 
yogurt in the West region in 2018, 
one fewer than in 2017.

New York’s 2018 yogurt produc-
tion totaled 690.3 million pounds, 
down 2.4 percent from 2017. New 
York last year accounted for 15.7 
percent of US yogurt output, down 
from 15.8 percent in 2017.

There were 38 plants producing 
yogurt in New York last year, one 
fewer than in 2017.

California’s 2018 yogurt out-
put totaled 415.1 million pounds, 
down 6.2 percent from 2017. Cali-
fornia’s share of US yogurt pro-
duction last year was 9.5 percent, 
down from 9.9 percent in 2017.

There were 20 plants produc-
ing yogurt in California last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

Yogurt production in Oregon 
last year totaled 41.8 million 
pounds, down 15.1 percent from 
2017. 

Oregon’s share of US yogurt 
output in 2018 was 1 percent, 
down from 1.1 percent in 2017.

There were three plants pro-
ducing yogurt in Oregon last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

Yogurt production in Texas in 
2018 totaled 31.6 million pounds, 
down 8 percent from 2017. 

Texas’s share of United States 
yogurt output last year was 0.7 
percent, down from 0.8 percent 
in 2017.

There were three plants pro-
ducing yogurt in Texas last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

Production of yogurt in all other 
states in 2018 totaled 3.209 billion 
pounds, down 1.1 percent from 
2017. All other states accounted 
for 73.1 percent of US yogurt out-

put last year, up from 72.5 percent 
in 2017.

There were 98 plants producing 
yogurt in all other states last year, 
seven fewer than in 2017.
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State Output
millions

Percent 
Change

2018 
Share

2017 
Share

New York 690.3 -2.4 15.7 15.8

California 415.1 -6.2 9.5 9.9

Oregon 41.8 -15.1 1.0 1.1

Texas 31.6 -8.0 0.7 0.8

Other 3.209 b -1.1 73.1 72.5

Region Output Percent Change 2018 Share 2017 Share

Central 1.848 b 0.2 42.1 41.2

Atlantic 1.338 b -1.3 30.5 30.3

West 1.203 b -6.0 27.4 28.6

U.S. Total 4.388 b -2.0
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Cheddar Production
Continue from 9

percent, down from 9.6 percent in 
2017, 10 percent in 2016, and 10.4 
percent in 2010.

There were 18 plants producing 
Cheddar cheese in California last 
year, one more than in 2017.

Oregon’s Cheddar production 
last year totaled 172.5 million 
pounds, down 0.2 percent from 
2017. Oregon’s share of US Ched-
dar last year was 4.5 percent.

There were six plants making 
Cheddar cheese in Oregon in 2018, 
unchanged from 2017.

Iowa’s 2018 Cheddar produc-
tion totaled 113.7 million pounds, 
up 21.2 percent from 2017 and the 
highest level of Cheddar output in 
Iowa since 2012, when it totaled a 
record 128.3 million pounds.

Iowa’s share of US Cheddar pro-
duction last year was 3 percent, up 
from 2.5 percent in 2017.

There were eight plants produc-
ing Cheddar cheese in Iowa last 
year, one more than in 2017.

Cheddar production in Vermont 
last year totaled 101.1 million 
pounds.

There were 12 plants producing 
Cheddar in Vermont last year two 
more than in 2017.

Cheddar production in all other 
states last year totaled 1.293 bil-
lion pounds, up 3.5 percent.

There were 118 plants produc-
ing Cheddar in all other states last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

Other American-Type Cheese     
Production Sets Record
Production of other (non-Ched-
dar) American-type cheeses last 
year totaled a record 1.451 billion 
pounds, up 7.5 percent, or 100.7 
million pounds, from 2017.

In 2018, other American-type 
accounted for 11.1 percent of total 

US cheese production, up from 
10.7 percent in 2017, 11 percent 
in 2016 and 10.1 in 2010.

There were 161 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheeses 
in the US last year, one more than 
in 2017.

Production of other American-
type in the Central region last year 
totaled 731.5 million pounds, up 
2.9 percent from 2017. The Cen-
tral region last year accounted for 
50.4 percent of other American-
type cheese output, down from 
52.6 percent in 2017.

There were 82 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese in 
the Central region last year, three 
fewer than in 2017.

The West region’s 2018 pro-
duction of other American-type 
cheese totaled 702.1 million 
pounds, up 12.7 percent from 
2017. The West’s share of US pro-
duction of other American-type 
cheese last year was 48.4 percent, 
up from 46.1 percent in 2017.

There were 25 plants producing 
other American-type cheese in the 
West region last year, one fewer 
than in 2017.

Production of other American-
type cheese in the Atlantic region 
last year totaled 17.8 million 
pounds, up 7.6 percent from 2017. 

There were 54 plants producing 
other American-type cheese in the 
Atlantic region in 2018, five more 
than in 2017.

Wisconsin’s 2018 production 
of other American-type cheese 
totaled 311.1 million pounds, 
down 0.5 percent from 2017. 
Wisconsin’s share of US output of 
other American-type cheese last 
year was 21.4 percent, down from 
23.1 percent in 2017.

There were 47 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese 
in Wisconsin last year, five fewer 
than in 2017.

California output of other Amer-
ican-type last year totaled 295.5 
million pounds, up 6.6 percent 
from 2017. California’s share of 
US  of other American-type cheese 
was 20.4 percent in 2018.

There were 12 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese in 
California in 2018, down one.

Idaho’s 2018 production of 
other American-type cheese 
totaled 141.7 million pounds, up 
16 percent from 2017. There were 
two plants producing other Ameri-
can-type cheese in Idaho last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

Minnesota’s production of 
other American-type cheese last 
year totaled 33.8 million pounds, 
up 17.4 percent from 2017. 

There were four plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese 
in Minnesota last year, one more 
than in 2017.

Production of other Ameri-
can-type cheese last year in all 
other states totaled 669.2 million 
pounds, up 9.7 percent from 2017. 

There were 96 plants produc-
ing other American-type cheese in 
all other states last year, six more 
than in 2017.

1-800-826-8302   •   nelsonjameson.com
sales@nelsonjameson.com
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more information!

Featuring products from quality manufacturers, including:

Output of Hard Italian Cheeses Declines 2.7% 
US production of Italian cheeses 
other than Mozzarella totaled 
1.205 billion pounds last year, 
down 1.8 percent from 2017.

Other Italian cheeses last year 
accounted for 9.3 percent of total 
US cheese production, down from 
9.7 percent in 2017 and 2016 but 
up from 9.2 percent in 2015.

US production of soft Italian 
cheeses last year, including Moz-
zarella, Ricotta and others, totaled 
4.628 billion pounds, up 4.2 per-
cent from 2017. 

Ricotta production in 2018 
totaled 249.5 million pounds, up 
1.4 percent from 2017; and out-
put of other soft Italian cheeses 
totaled 26.8 million pounds, down 
fractionally from 2017.

There were 56 plants produc-
ing Ricotta in the US last year, two 
fewer than in 2017.

US production of hard Italian 
cheeses last year totaled 929.2 
million pounds, down 2.7 percent.

Hard Italian cheese produc-
tion in the Central region last 
year totaled 662.1 million pounds, 
down 3.5 percent from 2017. The 
Central region last year accounted 
for 71.3 percent of US hard Italian 
cheese output, down from 71.9 
percent in 2017.

The West region’s 2018 hard 
Italian cheese production totaled 
164.4 million pounds, down 2.4 
percent from 2017. Last year, the 
West accounted for 17.7 percent 
of US hard Italian cheese produc-
tion, up from 17.6 percent in 2017.

Hard Italian cheese production 
in the Atlantic region last year 
totaled 102.7 million pounds, up 
2.3 percent from 2017. The Atlan-
tic last year accounted for 11.1 
percent of US hard Italian cheese 
production, up from 10.5 percent 
in 2017.

Parmesan production in 2018 
totaled 424.5 million pounds, 
down 5.8 percent, or 26.1 million 
pounds, from 2017’s record out-
put.

There were 49 plants produc-
ing Parmesan in the US last year, 
three fewer than in 2017.

Wisconsin’s 2018 Parmesan 
production totaled 218.7 million 
pounds, up 0.5 percent from 2017.

Provolone production in 2018 
totaled 397.8 million pounds, up 
1 percent from 2017. There were 
40 plants producing Provolone in 
the US last year, one more than 
in 2017.

Wisconsin’s 2018 Provolone 
production totaled 213.7 million 
pounds, up 1.6 percent from 2017.

Romano production last year 
totaled 58.1 million pounds, down 
0.4 percent from 2017. There 
were 26 plants producing Romano 
in the US last year, one fewer than 
in 2017.

Wisconsin’s Romano produc-
tion totaled 32.8  million pounds, 
down 2.4 percent from 2017.

US production of other hard 
Italian cheeses last year totaled 
48.9 million pounds, down 6.5 per-
cent from 2017.For more information, visit www.nelsonjameson.com

Cheddar Cheese Production - 2018
State Output Percent 

Change
2018 
Share

2017 
Share

Wisconsin 714.7 m 1.5 18.8 18.9

Minnesota 589.1 5.1 15.5 15.1

Idaho 483.7 0.1 12.7 13.0

California 334.6 -5.9 8.8 9.6

Oregon 172.5 -0.2 4.5 4.6

Iowa 113.7 21.2 3.0 2.5

Vermont 101.1 -0.2 2.7 2.7

Other 1.293 b 3.5 34.0 33.6

Region Output Percent Change 2018 Share 2017 Share

Central 1.906 b 1.9 50.1 50.3

West 1.582 b 2.6 41.6 41.4

Atlantic 314.4 m 1.8 8.3 8.3

U.S. Total 3.803 b 2.2 29.2 29.4

Cheddar
29.2%

Other 
Cheese
70.8%

Share of Total Cheese 
Production
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Cheddar Production
Continue from 9

Wisconsin’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 26.3 per-
cent, down from 26.7 percent in 
2017 and 2016, 26.6 percent in 
2000, 31.5 percent in 1990, and 
43 percent in 1970.

There were 118 plants produc-
ing cheese in Wisconsin last year, 
two fewer than in 2017.

California’s 2018 cheese pro-
duction totaled a record 2.543 bil-
lion pounds, up 1.2 percent, or 30 
million pounds, from 2017 and the 
third straight year in which Cali-
fornia’s cheese output topped 2.5 
billion pounds.

California’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 19.5 per-
cent, down from 19.9 percent in 
2017, 20.6 percent in 2016 and 
2015 but up from 18.1 percent in 
2000 and 11.6 percent in 1990.

There were 61 plants producing 
cheese in California in 2018, two 
more than in 2017.

The gap between Wisconsin 
and California cheese production 
was 879.5 million pounds, up from 
863.4 million pounds in 2017.

Idaho, New Mexico Set Records, 
New York Output Falls
Cheese production in Idaho last 
year was a record 991.2 mil-
lion pounds, up 3.4 percent from 
2017 and the fourth straight year 
in which Idaho’s cheese output 
topped 900 million pounds.

Idaho’s share of US cheese pro-
duction last year was 7.6 percent, 
unchanged from 2017, down from 
7.8 percent in 2016, but up from 
7.1 percent in 2000.

There were nine plants pro-
ducing cheese in Idaho last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

New Mexico’s cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 895.8 million 
pounds, up 6.8 percent from 2017. 
New Mexico’s cheese production 
has increased by more than 315 
million pounds since 2006.

New Mexico’s share of US 
cheese production last year was 
6.9 percent, up from 6.1 percent in 
2017, 6.4 percent in 2016 and 6.1 
percent in 2006.

There were four plants in New 
Mexico, unchanged from 2017.

New York’s cheese produc-
tion last year totaled 802.3 mil-
lion pounds, down 3.3 percent 
from 2017 and the state’s lowest 
cheese output since 2015. The 
decline in cheese production, cou-
pled with New Mexico’s increase, 
bumped New York down one spot, 
to fifth, in the rankings of the lead-
ing cheese-producing states. 

Fifty years ago, in 1968, New 
York ranked second in cheese pro-
duction, trailing only Wisconsin. 

New York’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 6.2 per-
cent, down from 6.6 percent in 
2017, 6.8 percent in 2016 and 8.8 
percent in 2000.

There were 62 plants producing 
cheese in New York last year, two 
fewer than in 2017.

New Production Records  Set By
MN, PA, IA, SD, OH, OR
Cheese production in Minnesota 
in 2018 totaled a record 740.6 mil-
lion pounds, up 3.9 percent from 
2017’s record output and the sec-
ond straight year in which Minne-
sota’s cheese output topped 700 
million pounds.

Minnesota’s share of US pro-
duction last year was 5.7 percent, 
up from 5.6 percent in 2017 but 
down from 8.4 percent in 2000.

There were 11 plants produc-
ing cheese in Minnesota last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

Pennsylvania’s cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 433.8 million 
pounds, up 5.4 percent from 2017. 
The old state record, 427 million 
pounds, was set in 2013.

There were 46 plants producing 
cheese in Pennsylvania last year, 
two more than in 2017.

Cheese production in Iowa last 
year was a record 296.4 million 
pounds, up 15.4 percent. Iowa’s 
previous record, 293.2 million 
pounds, was set in 1990.

There were 11 plants producing 
cheese in Iowa last year, one more 
than in 2017.

South Dakota’s cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 293.5 million 
pounds, up 3.9 percent from 2017. 
Last year was the second straight 
year in which South Dakota set a 
new production record.

South Dakota’s share of US 
cheese output last year was 2.25 
percent, up from 2.2 percent in 
2017.

There were seven plants pro-
ducing cheese in South Dakota last 
year, unchanged from 2017.

Ohio’s 2017 cheese produc-
tion totaled a record 239.3 million 
pounds, up 7.8 percent from 2017. 
Last year was the fourth consecu-
tive year in which Ohio set a new 
production record.

There were 19 plants producing 
cheese in Ohio in 2018, unchanged 
from 2017.

Cheese production in Oregon 
last year totaled a record 209.8 
million pounds, up 1.5 percent 
from 2017’s record output. Ore-
gon’s share of US cheese produc-
tion last year was 1.6 percent, 
unchanged from 2017.

There were eight plants pro-
ducing cheese in Oregon last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

Vermont’s 2018 cheese produc-
tion totaled 147 million pounds, 
up 2.8 percent from 2017 and 
the state’s highest cheese output 
since 2008, when it was 149.3 mil-
lion pounds.

Vermont’s share of US cheese 
production last year was 1.1 per-
cent, unchanged from 2017. 

There were 38 plants producing 
cheese in Vermont last year, six 
more than in 2017.

At H&C we are constantly 
developing solutions 
to enhance efficiency 
and drive growth

Our solutions offer 
enhanced return 
on investment and 
operational efficiency:
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Increased running times
Increased product quality
Reduced wastage
Smaller footprint

US Toll Free  800-351-1745
NZ Phone +64 6 872 7140
Email enquiries@hadencustance.com

For more information, visit www.hadencustance.com

Cheese production in Illinois last 
year totaled 82.3 million pounds, 
down 0.1 percent from 2017. 

There were 11 plants produc-
ing cheese in Illinois last year, 
unchanged from 2017.

New Jersey’s 2018 cheese 
production totaled 59.1 million 
pounds, up 2.4 percent from 2017 
and the state’s highest cheese out-
put since 1982, when it reached a 

record 66.3 million pounds. There 
were 15 plants producing cheese 
in New Jersey in 2018, one fewer 
than in 2017.

Cheese production in all other 
states last year totaled 1.867 bil-
lion pounds, up 2.6 percent from 
2017. 

There were 133 plants produc-
ing cheese in all other states last 
year, six fewer than in 2017.
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State Output Percent 
Change

2018 
Share

2017 
Share

Wisconsin 3.423 b 1.4 26.3 26.7

California 2.543 b 1.2 19.5 19.9

Idaho 991.2 m 3.4 7.6 7.6

New Mexico 895.8 6.8 6.9 6.1

New York 802.3 -3.3 6.2 6.6

Minnesota 740.6 3.9 5.7 5.6

Pennsylvania 433.8 5.4 3.3 3.3

Iowa 296.4 15.4 2.3 2.0

South Dakota 293.5 3.9 2.25 2.2

Ohio 239.3 7.8 1.8 1.8

Oregon 209.8 1.5 1.6 1.6

Vermont 147.0 2.8 1.1 1.1

Illinois 82.3 -0.1 0.6 0.7

New Jersey 59.1 2.4 0.5 0.5

Region Output Percent Change 2018 Share 2017 Share

Central 6.000 b 2.4 46.1 46.4

West 5.454 b 4.5 41.9 41.3

Atlantic 1.570 b 0.5 12.1 12.4

U.S. Total 13.025 b 3.0




